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Project Vision:

To explore the history of Como D10 neighborhoods and learn how our past 
shapes our future.

 Collect oral histories, documented memories, researched stories of the 
people, places and institutions of this community and share these 
stories through the “Know Your Como” platform.

 Create walking tours for each sub district to highlight the many places, 
institutions and people who shape our community to this day.

 Hold informed community conversations regarding our history and its 
impact on our community.

 Acknowledge our past and recognize the significance with public art 
and historical  signage.



District 10 - Subdistricts



Home (district10comopark.org)



• Personal Home Documents

• Ramsey County Recorders Office – Property Abstract

• Property Records:  On-Line Ramsey County

• Building Permits:  Ramsey County Historical Society (RCHS) – Landmark Center

• Maps: On-Line

• U of MN Borchert Map Library, MNHS, RCHS, SPPS –George Latimer Central 

• State Historic Preservation Office – SHPO -

• City and Telephone Directories

• Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS), RCHS, St. Paul Public Library (SPPS) George 

Latimer Central Library – Downtown St. Paul 

• On-Line:  www.Ancestry.com Saint Paul Public Library - Browse Titles (nmtvault.com)

• Newspapers and Photographs:  On-Line – MNHS

• Probate Court Records – Wills:  MNHS

• US Department of the Interior: Bureau of Land Management – Land Patents

• Other Resources

House History Resources:



Personal Home Documents:



Recorder’s Office: Access to Recorded Documents



Property Records:  On-Line Ramsey County



 Use Map to look up “Property Value”

 Scroll down the screen to see: Year Built and House Style

 See Aerial Photographs

Ramsey Cty Property Link



Building Permits
 Ramsey County Building Permits are all located at the Ramsey County 

Historical Society in the Landmark Building basement, downtown St. Paul. 





Maps: On-Line 
 Additional Maps on Ramsey County 

Property Website:  Maps & Surveys

 John R. Borchert Map Library | University 
of Minnesota Libraries (umn.edu)

 County plat maps and atlases | University of 
Minnesota Libraries (umn.edu)

 Aerial photography and remote sensed imagery 
| University of Minnesota Libraries (umn.edu)

 UMedia (umn.edu) Special Collections

 Sanborn Maps, Available Online | Library 
of Congress (loc.gov)

 1903 Sanborn Maps | Historic Saint Paul

1927 – Sanborn Map





Diocese of Saint Paul
Borchert Map Library



https://apps.lib.umn.edu/mhapo/





State Historic Preservation Office – SHPO

Surveyed Properties in District 10

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) / 
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (mn.gov)



State Historic Preservation Office – SHPO 

Surveyed Properties in District 10

District 10 Como Community Plan: 
An Addendum to the Saint Paul 
Comprehensive Plan

Adopted by the Saint Paul City 
Council February 3, 2016 



State Historic Preservation Office – SHPO 



City and Telephone Directories

In-Person Locations:

• Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS)

• Ramsey County Historical Society (RCHS) 

– Landmark Center – Downtown St. Paul

• St. Paul Public Library (SPPS) George 

Latimer Central Library – Downtown St. 

Paul 

On-Line:  Saint Paul Public Library - Browse 

Titles (nmtvault.com)

www.Ancestry.com



City and Telephone Directories

Home - Historical Information Gatherers



City Directories



City Directories



City Directories – SPPL online



City 
Directory: 
On-Line 
Institutions 
and Clubs



Newspapers:  Digital Newspapers – Collections Online | Minnesota Historical Society



Use the search tools 
narrow the selections.  
Use the Map Search to see 
what Newspapers are 
digitized in a specific 
area of the state.



You can use tools in the Digital Newspaper 
to get a copy of the text.

You can also use web capture or SNIP 
tools to take a “picture” of the article. 

There is also a Google TRANSLATE button 
that once clicked will take you to Google 
and will convert text from one language 
to another.  This is very helpful for any 
immigrant newspapers in the 1800’s and 
early 1900’s.









Home - BLM GLO Records



Site is very easy to navigate.  
There are also Map Options where 
you can click on your neighborhood 
and it will provide Map Township 
Information.

Military Warrant

From 1788 to 1855 the 
United States granted 
military bounty land 
warrants as a reward for 
military service. These 
patents were issued in 
various denominations and 
based upon the rank and 
length of service. They were 
often assigned to heirs or 
other individuals.



Cession 243

Cession 289

Minnesota 1 (digitreaties.org)



Other Resources:
 The Street Where You Live - By Donald L. Empson

 Where We Live:  The Residential Districts of Minneapolis 
and Saint Paul – By Judith A. Martin and David A. Lanegran

 St. Anthony Park:  Portrait of a Community – By David A 
Lanegran

 History: One Darn Thing After Another – Tales of Como, 
Falcon Heights, Lauderdale and St. Anthony Park – By Roger 
Bergerson

 A History of the City of Saint Paul to 1875 – By J. Fletcher 
Williams

 Winging it at a Country Crossroads – The ups and downs of 
Minnesota’s first real airport – By Roger Bergerson

 Historic Saint Paul 0n-line

 https://www.lyfmap.com/ Where you can save memories 
and history at the map locations where they happened.



Questions?

Thank you for attending and a special thank you to the 
following community members who provided information, 
reviewed or assisted in putting on this presentation!

Marcia Anderson, Lija Greenseid, Darleen Kunze, Sarah Reuter, Jean McRoberts, 
Valerie Cunningham, Jim Ramstrom, Joan Brandwein, Duane Dial, Jessica 
William and Shevek McKee



Project Background…

 September 2021, as an offshoot of discussions the Neighborhood Relations 
Committee was having regarding racial equity, a small group of community 
members met to discuss a possible  educational art installation regarding racial 
covenants to be located near the Frankson Mansion at Midway Parkway and 
Hamline.

 October 2021, connections were made with St. Kate’s Professors Rachel Niewert
and Christine West in conjunction with St. Kate’s “Welcoming the Dear Neighbor?” 
(WTDN) and the Mapping Prejudice Project. St. Kate’s focus is working with 
communities to explore how housing and economic inequality developed over time 
in St. Paul and Ramsey County.

 Spring 2022 Planning work continued with a presentation of the project to the 
Neighborhood Relations Committee on 4/5/2022 and Project approved by the 
District 10 Board 4/19/2022.



This section of the 
property abstract let 
us know the dates 
that Almond Avenue 
was “opened”.

In looking at the map 
on the previous page 
you can see that part 
of the street looks 
more like an alley vs 
a full length street.  

There can be other 
items from “City of 
St. Paul to The 
Public” listed in 
abstracts. 



State Historic Preservation Office – SHPO 

One way to use 
signage to honor, 
document and 
preserve the 
history of an 
house.  The Lee 
House: A Right to 
Establish a Home.   

MN Statewide 
Historic 
Preservation Plan 
2022-2032.  
Page 46-47



City Directories – Ancestry.com


