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District 10 Como Community Council  

Board Meeting (via Google Meet videoconferencing and telephone) 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

7:00 PM 
 
I.  Call to order  
 Chair Melissa Liu called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  

 
II.  Introductions (name and neighborhood) 

Board Present (online):  
Melissa Liu, Maggie Zimmerman, Jennifer Victor-Larsen, Olivia Mulvey Morawiecki, 
Mike Ireland, Marika Staloch, Rebecca Calvo, Amanda Rohrer, Dan Edgerton, Jenne 
Nelson, Debra Verber, Jill Henricksen, Sara Benzkofer, Rachel Bowers 

Board Absent: Melissa Brannon, Bob Jacobson, Sarah Reuter 
Staff Present (online):  Michael Kuchta 
Community members: Tom Lucy, Aaron Kerr, Matt Genelin, Kim Lieberman, Janet Pope 
 

III.  Review, Amend agenda 
 MOTION: Approve meeting agenda (first/second) passes  

 
IV.  Community Section 
  A. Community Concerns: None stated. 
   
V.  Board Business Section 
 

A. Financial Reports (Mike Ireland) 
 Notable Revenue 

• $5,880.47 reimbursement toward our Community Engagement grant 
 Notable Expenses 

• Communications and Technology line includes $99 hotspot overage fees for our virtual annual 
meeting, committee meetings and other meetings 

• Training and Professional Services line was $175 for Healing Roots anti-racism virtual 
workshops for board members 

• Office Supplies line was $175.69 primarily for the purchase of a megaphone, pedestrian flags 
and board member manuals 

• As noted in last month’s report, the Insurance line was $139.16 for June and July D/O prepaid 
premiums. Our accountant did not apply our umbrella prepaid premiums for June and July 
therefore August will include an additional $77.64 

• Under Neighborhood Relations, the Other Initiatives line was $462.50 for the final printing of 
the Como Kindness signs that will be offset by community member purchases 
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Other Highlights 
• Our checking account balance as of July 31 was $35,698.11 
• $21,411.43 reimbursement toward our Community Engagement grant has been received and 

will be reflected in our August financials, which brings us current on reimbursement 
submissions 

• As noted in the Officers Meeting notes, Mike highlighted for board members that, “We still do 
not have a signed Innovation contract, but some other district councils are beginning to get the 
final paperwork from the city… Our Innovation work plan was approved.” There isn’t an undue 
concern at this point but just something to be aware of. 

• Also as noted in the Officers Meeting notes, Mike stressed a concern for a possible reduction 
in our 2021 funding levels through the Community Engagement and Innovation Fund grants. 
We began reaching out to our community to help financially support what we do in last week’s 
newsletter. Michael wrote an article that included a link to donate online and gave it a higher 
awareness by placing it near the top of the newsletter. The officers will be looking at longer 
term options, too. 

 
B. Board and Committee Minutes 

MOTION: Approve July 2020 meeting minutes (first/second) passes 
 

C. Board Chair and Officer’s Report (Melissa Liu) 
 

Catchafire recommends we do a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) 
analysis for the future of the strategic plan. One officer will meet with you to begin these 
discussions. We will then meet with a pro-bono person to help with next steps and create the 
cohesion needed since we can’t meet in person.  
 
The governor has stated that every institution to have a COVID preparedness plan. The officers 
have begun talking about that plan. 
 
We are looking for alternate sources of funding as we are unsure of the status of grants in 2021. 
We have put a blurb in the newsletter as a story stating, “If you value this newsletter, please 
consider giving.” If anyone has prior experience in fundraising, please reach out to an officer.   
 
Michael will be on vacation Aug. 30-Sept. 7 We will have passwords available to officers in case 
we need to have emergency communication to the neighborhood while he’s away.   
 
Bob Jacobson is moving out of Saint Paul, so is vacating his seat.  We need an action item to 
help fill this seat.  

 
Action Item: Special Election Sub-District 4 
Moved:  

• A special election in Sub-District 4 be held in time to fill the vacancy for the Sept. 15 board 
meeting.  

• The filing deadline for candidates will be Sept. 7.  
• Community members can vote absentee Sept. 8-15. Paper ballots and online ballots will be 

available.  
• The deadline to request paper ballots will be 8 a.m. Sept. 8. The deadline to request online 

ballots is noon Sept. 15. All ballots must be received by 5 p.m. Sept. 15.  
 Motion passes.  
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D.  Committee Updates 

 
• Environment (Sara Benzkofer) 

The do-it-yourself lake clean-up was a success. There were 6 groups that participated (4 
completed survey) picking up about 60 pounds of trash. Gift cards to Conny’s along with a thank 
you note were sent to show our appreciation. Environment is looking into doing more of those 
events this year.  

 
 Action Item: Xcel Energy 

Moved: Como Community Council supports 100% clean, renewable energy for St. Paul energy 
consumers, opposes construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure, supports addressing impacts 
on low and moderate-income households and supports increasing BIPOC representation in the 
decision-making process as follows: 
 

• opposes construction of the new gas power plant proposed in Xcel Energy's draft Integrated 
Resource Plan  

• urges the City of Saint Paul to submit an official comment in the Public Utilities Commission's 
review process of Xcel Energy's 2020-2034 Integrated Resource Plan, expressing opposition to 
this new fossil fuel infrastructure  

• urges the City of Saint Paul to urge Xcel Energy to include more renewable, equitable, and 
locally produced energy and storage in its 2020-2034 Integrated Resource Plan, so our city can 
meet its commitments to reduce emissions and energy burdens as expressed in the previously 
adopted Climate Inheritance Resolution and Climate Action and Resilience Plan  

• urges the City of Saint Paul and the Public Utilities Commission to commit to reducing the 
energy cost burden on low to moderate income households  

• urges the City of Saint Paul to urge Xcel Energy and the Public Utilities Commission to 
increase BIPOC representation in its decision-making processes 

 Motion Passes 
 

• Land Use (Maggie Zimmerman) 
Motion comes not from the Land Use Committee, but rather from a drafted language with 
multiple key players regarding Half Time Rec. The neighborhood would like to keep this healthy 
and thriving business in the neighborhood while addressing concerns from neighbors.  
 

 Action Item: Half Time Rec 
Moved: Como Community Council urges the City to apply the attached conditions to the Class N 
licenses for Half Time Rec, 1013 Front Ave. 
Moved/Second.  
 
There was a discussion wondering if not all are conditions are met, what does that mean for our 
position? Michael and Maggie helped clarify that this is a consensus reached by the neighbors, 
the bar owner, and the district council. This balance meets a number of needs and has full 
agreement from bar owner and no further concerns coming forward from the neighbors.  
Motion Passes.  
 
No big new news about former Shalom Home. The owners are still recruiting additional 
investors. There have been an increase of trespassers, which has been reported to the city and 
the owners. Plywood has been reinstalled.  

 
• Neighborhood Relations (Jill Henricksen) 

 
At the last meeting, Amy Perna from League of Women Voters talked about the work they’re 
doing. The group talked about creating a values statement for their committee; they will share 
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with the board, likely at the next meeting.  There is work coming up with a vendor/partnership 
form if they’re looking for volunteers, donations, etc that will take a standardized approach in 
deciding our involvment. This will likely come to the board at the next meeting. Is asking the 
anti-racism work group to look at the internal policies and procedures of D10; at affordable 
housing and housing density; at D10 collaborations with other district councils; at best practices 
of working with police, being a witness, and self-policing in our neighborhoods. Talked about the 
fact that the fall social (which was going to replace the ice cream social) will not happen.  The 
next anti-racism workgroup meeting will be August 25th.  
 
Dan Edgerton brought up a concern that there was no language in the D10 community plan that 
talked about anti-racist or social justice behaviors. There is a lot of language about maintaining 
the character of the neighborhood, which often works to keep neighborhoods less inviting to 
lower income, BIPOC communities.  
 
Jennifer and Jill started conversations have started with Cat Beltmann, the City’s district council 
coordinator, to look at anti-racist work through the district council system city-wide.   

 
E. Staff Report (Michael Kuchta) 

 
Michael is working with Emily to ensure she’s ready to lead the anti-racism group. Specific 
areas we could address: redoing the neighborhood comprehensive plan; developing an equity 
scorecard that could be applied to all decisions D10 board members make; looking at 
organizational structure (ex: alternatives to parliamentary procedure.); providing witness training 
for working with police; revising the block club handbook to include alternatives to calling the 
police, to provide trainings so we are not watching each other, but watching out for each other; 
do a walkthrough of the park, trying to find what the parks’ amenities are, where they reflect 
disparities, who they are intended for, and who they keep out.  
 
Reviewed details for the special election.  
 
Michael will speak again with the pro-bono Catchafire rep as we figure out what we’re trying to 
accomplish in our strategic plan and how best to do that.  
 
Mayor Carter proposes a city budget this Thursday; we will focus on how this impacts district 
councils.   
 
Impacts of the Como Avenue construction, specifically the cut-through traffic.  The city has 
installed barricades and drivers are moving them. Some streets cannot be barricaded in order to 
allow for emergency vehicles. City engineer has been extremely responsive. Will continue to 
field questions and concerns. 20 is Plenty signs do seem to help. Michael has signs in the D10 
office and we have access to more.   
 
Michael will be on vacation and will prep chairs of meetings he will miss.   
 
He has been asked to present on our 3 proposals to the CIB process.   
 

New Business (Board Members): None stated.  
 
VI. Adjourn  
 
 Motion to adjourn at 8:13 pm by Melissa Liu. (first/second) passes 
 

Respectively submitted by Marika Staloch. These minutes are not official until approved. 



Conditions for Aug. 21 renewal of liquor licenses for Half Time Rec 
(proposed new language is in bold): 
 

 Remove existing Condition 1; this seems to be outdated.  
 

1. The back door shall be kept closed from 9 p.m.-8 a.m. All doors shall be closed when 
entertainment is provided. 
 

2. There shall be no dumping of bottles or cans after 9PM and before 7AM. 
 

3. No alcohol is permitted outside of the establishment. 
 

4. Motorcycle parking shall not be permitted on the sidewalk. 
 

5. Bar staff will regularly monitor patron behavior outside of the establishment to prevent 
littering, loitering, excessive noise, illegal drinking, and other unacceptable conduct. 
Staff will monitor Front from Oxford to east of Argyle, Argyle from Front to Hatch, 
the north alley from Argyle to Oxford, Oxford from the alley south to Front, and all 
private parking lots operated by the bar. If staff are not able to deter or correct 
the unacceptable conduct, they will promptly call police. The license holder shall 
provide to the district council (and to nearby community members who request 
it) an email, text, or phone number that is monitored regularly and that 
community members can use to raise concerns or report issues that need to be 
addressed promptly.  
 

6. Bar staff will pick up litter daily outside of the establishment.  
 

7. The bar will provide 2 security staff on nights when live entertainment is offered. On 
other nights it is open, the bar will provide at least 1 security staff from at least 10 
p.m.-2 a.m. Security staff shall wear clothing that clearly identifies them as security. 
The license holder will prominently post signs, in accordance with state statute, 
expressing that firearms are forbidden in the bar. Security staff will “wand” all 
patrons who enter the bar, to prevent firearms from being carried inside. Regular 
security staff will receive training on de-escalation practices by Dec. 31, 2020, or 
within 90 days of being hired. Staff who serve alcohol shall complete training on 
responsible serving practices by Dec. 31, 2020, or within 90 days of being hired.  
 

8. The bar will close at 1:00 AM (12:30 AM last call) between April 15 and October 15.  
 

9. The license holder shall install and maintain video surveillance cameras inside and 
outside the establishment. The video recordings shall be kept by the license holder for 
at least thirty (30) days and shall be available for viewing by the Saint Paul Police 
Department immediately upon request. In addition, if the Saint Paul Police Department 
responds to a call at the licensed premises, and due to the serious nature of the crime, 
requests that a copy of the surveillance footage be immediately provided, the license 
holder shall have technology available to make the copy at the time of the request and 
shall have it for the Police without delay. In other cases, if the Saint Paul Police 
Department or the Department of Safety and Inspections requests copies of the 
surveillance tapes, licensee shall have a 48-hour period in which to provide such 
copies.  A camera and lighting placement plan shall be submitted to DSI to review and 



approve. 
At the very least, video surveillance cameras shall be maintained at the entrance; 
at the southwest corner of the building facing the parking lot across Front Ave.; at 
the southwest corner of the building facing the entrance; at the southeast corner 
of the building facing west along Front Ave.; at the southeast corner of the 
building facing north along Argyle; at the southeast corner of the building facing 
southeast; at the northeast corner of the building facing north along Argyle; and 
at the northeast corner of the building facing west into alley.  
 

10. District 10 will schedule a community meeting with the bar owner, neighbors and, if 
appropriate, representatives from Saint Paul Police, City Council, and/or the 
Department of Safety and Inspections no later than April 30, 2021, to provide a 
forum to discuss any neighborhood issues regarding this establishment. 

 



Next meeting: Tuesday Oct. 13, 5:30 p.m. 

Como Community Council: Officers Meeting 

Sept. 8, 2020 / Google Meet 5:30 p.m.  

 

Present: Melissa Liu, chair; Olivia Morawiecki, vice-chair; Marika Staloch, secretary; Mike Ireland, 

treasurer; Michael Kuchta, staff. 

 

Events 

 DIY Como Lake Clean-Up: Six groups registered for this round; four used our tools. We 
used all six vouchers for Wheel Fun, so volunteers could rent watercraft to clean from the 
water. Tool dropoff will be Sept. 12. After that, Mike will send survey so we get statistics, 
which will be sent to CRWD and Parks and Recreation. 

 

Community 

 New Community Garden for 2021: County is checking with EPA to see if site at Front and 
Jameson can be used for raised-bed or container gardening.  

 East Como Lake Drive: City reopened road on north side of the lake today; Land Use had 
extensive discussion last week with neighbors about pros and cons of road being closed 
permanently.  

 Food distribution: Sanneh Foundation is looking for additional sites and partners in city to 
do food distribution. It can provide 50-100 boxes that provide enough meals for a week. 
Front Ave. Hi-Rise and North Dale Rec Center were suggested as potential sites best able to 
reach residents in need. Details of our involvement are not clear; Michael will follow up with 
Sanneh.  

 

Communication 

 Website (view lack of progress at https://167d10cc.aeronauticvigilante.com) 
 

Financials 

 Workers Comp insurance: Our preliminary premium is $376. We will have to complete a 
self-audit; rate may be adjusted based on staff hours.  

 City budget: Mayor Carter’s budget proposal freezes Community Engagement and 
Innovation funding at current levels. It does not mean each district council will receive the 
same funding in 2021, but overall funding would remain the same if City Council goes along.  

 

Organizational Business 

 Special Election (Sub-District 4): There is one candidate on the ballot (Benjamin Kowalsky-
Grahek). As of today, Michael sent 3 mail ballots and 34 online ballots.  

 Board Meeting (Sept. 15): Only Action Item Michael is aware of: a Halloween proposal from 
Neighborhood Relations.  

 Anti-Racism work group: Emily will provide a report for the board packet.  
 
Strategic Planning 

 Small group meetings: Officers are hoping to schedule their meetings with board members 
as warmer weather returns; goal is to do it in person (outdoors) if people are comfortable. 
Melissa has  a few full-face shields she can lend out.  
Meetings will focus on relationship-building, informal on-boarding of new members, and 
seeding discussions for strategic planning. Olivia suggested including selected topics from 



Next meeting: Tuesday Oct. 13, 5:30 p.m. 

the “unfiltered opinions” section of the board assessment survey. Officers will take enough 
notes to see if common themes arise.  

 Board assessment survey: Officers reviewed draft questions that Michael crafted with 
Shawanda Randolph from Catchafire. Michael will convert to SurveyMonkey and send the 
link. 

 SWOT Analysis: Board assessment results will help start this process. The analysis will be 
on organization specifically, not the community. There may be some observations about the 
community that need to be added. Melissa wants to make sure the discussion includes a 
question that came up in the Healing Roots training about how nonprofits prop up cultural 
superiority, meritocracy, and savior narratives.  
After SWOT analysis, strategic planning will move on to modules covering Mission, Vision, 
and Values; and Organizational Goal Setting. 

 

Staff Report 

 Michael reported being mostly dug out upon return from vacation. He noted Parks has 
replaced exterior lighting on Streetcar Station; it is now white LED instead of orange 
sodium vapor. Others noted that branches from an oak tree are increasingly blocking the 
path leading to the office door.  

 

Other Business 

 Halloween: Extensive discussion about potential community events for Halloween in an 
era of Covid. Ideas include a Halloween costume parade or “trunk or treat” event – activities 
that provide alternatives to a parade of families to doors and the inability to socially 
distance in those settings. Potential locations include Como Elementary or High School 
parking lots; athletic fields at Como HS, McMurray, or Hmong College Prep; or locations near 
the Pavilion, Zoo/Conservatory, or other areas in the park that have significant parking and 
space. These activities would not compete with Neighborhood Relations idea. At a 
minimum, we could provide guidance to residents on safe Halloween ideas. We could 
provide an option for people who don’t want to risk having visitors at their door to donate 
candy, so they still feel part of the community. We could even lend/rent/use the grabbers 
we purchased for Como Lake cleanup.  



District 10 Environmental Committee Meeting 
September 9th, 2020, 7 pm Google Meet 

Start 7:02, Adjourn 7:46 

 
In attendance: Sara Benzkofer, Rachel Bowers, Dan Edgerton, Jennifer Victor-Larsen 
(appointed board members) 
Mike Ireland, Dawn Lamm, Gordon Wrobel, Bill Niebur, Susan Jane Cheney 
(community members) 
Michael Kuchta (staff) 
 
STANDARD ITEMS 7:02 – 7:07 

 Welcome and Introductions  

 Amend/Adopt Agenda 
o Addition: Bee Sky Rise update 
o Addition: Event on Sept 19th 
o Addition: Churchill Gardens 

INITIATIVES AND UPDATES 7:07 – 7:46 

 Como Lake Clean up #2 (Mike Ireland) 
o 5-6 groups requested tools, tool return will be Saturday 
o Vouchers provided for canoes and kayaks, very popular 
o Will try to do one more event this year after leaves are down 

 Como Curb Clean Up (Mike Ireland) 
o Como Active Citizens Network has run it in past years 
o Goal is for neighbors to clean up leaves out of the street to take 

phosphorus out of lake 
o Planning to transition to a neighborhood-based effort 
o Will start beginning of October 
o If anyone is interested in helping with the transition, talk to Mike I. 

 Bee Sky Rises (Mike Ireland) 
o Will schedule presentation at October committee meeting 

 Beulah Lane Compost Site Reconstruction (Michael Kuchta) 
o No new updates on reconstruction effort: Currently hung up in city 

attorney’s office, will need an agreement between city and county for 
diversion of parkland  

o Less optimistic that there will be movement before winter 
o County sprayed sanitizer and deodorizer in containers. Will maybe swap 

out bins for new ones in the near future 

 Churchill Gardens (Van Slyke-Horton-Churchill-Chatsworth) 
o Gardens serve as storm water diversion project 



o Watershed District provided evaluation of project. Said there were 
obstructions in inlet, needs more plants, and there are unwanted plants 
gaining a foothold (ragweed, trees, etc.) 

 Are they talking about the right garden? Michael will follow up 
 Schedule a clean-up effort with neighbors? Just District 10 people? 

 Reach out to neighbors 
o Is there a Master Water Steward assigned to gardens who could help? 

Michael will check 
o Grasses in the northern garden too high for the traffic? Safety issue 

 Trash Brigade (Jennifer Victor-Larsen)  
o Trash trouble area in woods across from street car station, other areas in 

park 
o Explore idea of offering areas of park to adopt for clean-up, maintenance, 

enhancement 
 Engage neighbors 

o Will need to work with Parks Department, Tricia Wehrle, volunteer 
coordinator is a suggested contact; also talk to city maintenance 
department  

o Work with Sister City organization? 
o Jennifer will reach out to suggested contacts 

 U of M Landscape Arboretum Pollinator Summit Series 
o Monday, September 14 – Thursday September 17 
o Learn more and register here: 

https://www.arboretum.umn.edu/Pollinators2020.aspx 

 September 19th Seed Collection at Pierce Butler Meadow 
o Seed collection event  
o Dawn will send out details 
o MN Horticulture Society is starting a seed library/network for native and 

essential crop seeds 

COMMUNITY SECTION 

 None 



Land Use Committee - District 10 Como Community Council – 9/2/2020 – Minutes 
 

1. Call to order 7:10pm – Remote via Zoom  
Present: Maggie Zimmerman, Rebecca Calvo, Debra Verber (board members) 
Also: Jeffrey Brown, Bob Treumann, Sandy Barnes, Heather Brenden, Kathee Foran, Dee Lukas, Anne 
Fundakowski, Rich Fundakowski, Tony Ryan, Kelly Finn Searles, Scott Wendell, Corrine Wendell, Yippy 
Clem, Adam Brady, Anne Thom, Mike Engel, Ted Budd, Barb W., Bridgit Paitich, Barb, Scott, Tom Lyman, 
Dolores Rufenacht, Cassity, Jane, JM, Owner. (32 present total) 
 

2. Amend/Adopt Agenda 
Agenda not amended. Rebecca Calvo agreed to take minutes for the meeting. Agenda moved by 
Rebecca Calvo, seconded by Debra Verber. Agenda approved. 
 

3. Land Use Voting Procedures Reminders 
 

4. New Business 
 a. Discussion: East Como Lake Dr. Permanent Closure 
 ● Proposal by Jeff Brown (D10 resident): Jeff read an opening statement and a comment 
provided to him by Bob Treumann. Jeff belives that the best use of the lakeshore parkland is for 
pedestrians and cyclists, not vehicular traffic. He takes issue with the reopening of East Como Lake 
Dr. (ECLD) to vehicular traffic and is proposing to permanently close the road and the parking lot on it 
at Lakeview Ave. 

 He recognized areas of concern and potential areas of improvement: 
o traffic mitigation 
o installation of Do Not Enter sign on ECL Blvd. and Ivy Ave. W 
o installation of Not a Thru Route sign at ECL Blvd. and Victoria Ave. 
o traffic calming measures on Victoria Ave., such as speed bumps 
o parking area could be maintained; would like to designate a handicap parking space 

where Lakeview Ave. terminates at ECLD. 
He proposed a possible schedule for work, dependent on funding and support from D10. He 
estimated the cost to be between $10,000 and $100,000 but acknowledges that this is a very 
loose estimate and not any kind of official or city estimate. 

 
The Chair opened the floor for debate. Comments and questions were limited to 2 minutes, 
enforced by timekeeper Rebecca Calvo. 

  
A discussion occurred that lasted approximately 90 minutes. 

 
Approximately 10 people who spoke were not in support of closing ECLD permanently. 
Reasons cited: increased traffic in surrounding neighborhoods, the use of ECLD by emergency 
vehicles, the lack of sufficient parking around Como Lake, the need to preserve access to 
Como Park and Lake for out-of-town visitors, the need to preserve access for those unable to 
walk or bike and who can only experience Como Lake by car, the unrealistic budget and 
perceived lack of funds from Public Works, the timing of the proposal related to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the need to wait to see impact of road closure on “normal” park traffic (such as 
traffic related to summer concerts at the Pavilion, golfing, zoo, conservatory, etc.), the safety of 
having cars on the road when walking around the lake. 

 
Approximately 6 people who spoke were in support of closing ECLD permanently. 
Reasons cited: the need to keep the road clear of snow in the winter, the narrowness of the 
road and absence of crucial intersections along the road, that closure would align well with the 
City's Comprehensive Plan which is perceived to discourage the use of vehicles, the 
attractiveness of the lakefront along the road and the desire for additional space for 



pedestrians and cyclists to enjoy it (especially during a pandemic), the increase in safety that 
would come with the lack of vehicles, the need for more greenspace, the ability for kids to play 
in the expanded greenspace. 

 
No motions were brought to the floor for a vote. 

 
The Land Use committee will plan to invite someone from the City to present about the 
feasibility of permanently closing ECLD. 
 
(Jeff Brown’s proposal and written comments submitted by residents are attached.) 

 
5. Staff Report – provided in writing by Michael Kuchta, absent this week due to vacation. 

 
 a. Half Time Rec 

Talked Aug. 20 with Eric Hudak at Department of Safety and Inspections about the license 
conditions that were agreed upon by the Como Community Council board, Half Time owner 
Scott Mars, and neighbors. He understands the collaborative process, the balance, and the 
neighborhood goals the conditions represent. Nonetheless, he has to run language through the 
city attorney's office. He expects some changes -- in many cases, using stock legal language 
(such as substituting "licensed premises" for "establishment.") But there may be other areas 
we'll need to "massage" (his words). No updates since then. 

 
 b. County Homeless Shelter @ Best Western 

Beginning in July, Ramsey County contracted with the Best Western hotel in Bandana Square 
for 80 rooms to provide emergency shelter to homeless people who had been living on the 
street. The county did not notify us about this. The contract with the hotel runs through end of 
2020. Currently about 70 rooms are occupied; the county is using this site exclusively for 
couples and women under age 55. Commissioner Matas-Castillo’s office says there is a 
supervisor and/or shelter aide on site at all times and that the county is building a staff to 
provide case management services for these residents and other similar locations. We have 
received some reports from nearby apartment communities of liquor bottles, syringes, other 
litter, and fights. 
This is different from the county’s ongoing efforts to explore opening a family shelter in the 
Cameroon Center space, also in Bandana Square. County is hoping for state bonding money 
to make this happen. Currently conducting a structural analysis of site. 

 
 c. Capital Improvement Budget 

The CIB board met Aug. 24 and 31 to review the three dozen proposals that remain. Those 
include the three submitted on behalf of District 10: a marked crosswalk outside Como By the 
Lake apartments; informational kiosks and trail improvements in Como Regional Park; and 
security cameras and other safety features along the lake’s bicycle and pedestrian paths. I 
prepared a 10-minute video presentation on our proposals; you can view it at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WKx_YztItCrK0-bxykSx-cX_5IUb4BtV/view?usp=sharing 
  
In addition, three Como residents submitted CIB proposals of their own. (Neither the city nor 
the residents informed us in advance of their proposals.) 

1. Nick Quinn proposed a dog park in Como Regional Park. He recommends the open 
area east of the pool, or the largely unused ball field near the playground and miniature 
golf course. 

2. Dillon Larsen, on behalf of the Northwest Como Recreation Center Booster Club, 
proposed adding three signs to make it easier to find the rec center. One sign would be 
free-standing; the other two would be mounted on Chelsea Heights Elementary School. 

3. Sarah Hobbie proposed purchasing snow-making equipment for a 5K loop of Nordic 



skiing on the Como golf course. 
 
The CIB board is supposed to send final recommendations to mayor’s office by the end of 
September. There is only $1 million total for projects in 2020-2021. A public hearing is 
scheduled for Sept. 14. 

 
 d. Neighborhood STAR Grants 

Twenty-one projects have been recommended to the City Council to receive funding. They 
include the proposed Sacred Grounds Community Coffee Shop at 883 Front.The coffee shop 
is in line for a $37,500 loan and $37,500 grant, which it must match. It is not clear when City 
Council will vote on the recommendations. The only other project submitted in District 10 – 
renovation of the Brasavola Building at 1053 Dale – was not recommended for funding. 

 
 e. Dock & Paddle 

The restaurant’s contract with the city requires it to do a community evaluation. Management 
wants to get that started after Labor Day. Parks are part of this committee’s jurisdiction; we 
should decide our preferences for representation on the evaluation team, how to conduct a 
meaningful community survey, or other involvement. 

 
 f. Truck Traffic 

I mentioned last month that residents asked about what they perceived as an increase in truck 
traffic through the park, especially along Nagasaki and Horton. I talked with Public Works and 
did some research. The short answer: 

 The city has not changed designated truck routes in our neighborhood. It is possible 
that more drivers are relying on navigation devices, which may steer them through the 
park because it may be the shortest route. 

 The lack of a street grid in Warrendale and through the park part of the neighborhood 
makes it more difficult to keep trucks on truck routes. The low railroad bridge on 
Lexington south of Jessamine definitely limits options. To a lesser degree, so does the 
pedestrian bridge in the park over Lexington. 

 City, state, and federal vehicles are exempt from truck route requirements. So are 
buses. 

 As a condition for receiving state funding, "state aid roads" cannot ban commercial 
trucks. That means even if these streets are not designated truck routes, commercial 
trucks can use them. State aid roads in this part of the neighborhood include Front, 
Maryland, Como Ave. west of Lexington, Arlington east of Victoria, Hoyt, Hamline, 
Lexington Parkway, and the Como Ave./E. Como Blvd./Victoria stretch on the east side 
of the lake. 

 Commercial trucks cannot legally travel on parkways. However, once the above 
conditions are factored in, trucks would be banned only on Nagasaki/Horton, East 
Como Lake Drive, Midway Parkway, and Wheelock Parkway. We could request signs 
for those streets. However, city code is extremely convoluted when it discusses 
exceptions for truck traffic, so serious enforcement is not likely a realistic option. 

 
 g. Como Pavillion/Golf Course Parking Lots 

The design team continues meeting with stakeholders, including City Council members, 
Capitol Region Watershed District, and Lancer Catering. Among priorities to add: more parking 
spaces in the north and south Pavilion lots, a sidewalk from the Lexington crosswalk to the 
clubhouse, and stormwater treatment north of the golf lot. They hope to have revised 
documents online for public comment this fall. 

 
 h. Como Park Pool 

City Council voted Sept. 2 to approve a concessions contract for Como Park Pool with Be 



Graceful Bakery and Catering. 
 

 i. 1554 Midway Parkway 
Residents have reported increased trespassing. I notified Chuck Repke. In addition, the city 
boarded up 8 additional windows on Aug. 14. 
Chuck Repke says crews will be out Sept. 10 looking at installing cameras on the 1554 Midway 
Parkway property. There is a possibility they can provide an online link so residents can view 
the camera images to get more details if they see suspicious activity. 

 
 j. TCGIS 

Construction is finished and the school received its certificate of occupancy. 
The city painted new crosswalks on Como at Oxford, as required in the final site plan 
agreement. 

 The school opted to build a wood fence, not a stone gabion fence, because the base of 
 a stone fence would have been too wide. 
 
 k. Como Ave. Construction 

Things seem to have settled into an uneasy status quo as far as barricaded streets, official and 
unofficial detours, etc. We have asked for speed enforcement to focus on residential areas: 
Wynne between Hamline and Snelling, and Arona between Como and Midway Parkway. 

 
 l. Hmong College Prep Revenue Bonds 

The city approved two sets of conduit bonds, totaling $42 million, for the charter school’s 
middle school addition: one through the Port Authority, the other through the Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority. About $26 million is for new construction; the rest refinances 
previous bonds. 

 
 m. 899 Parkview Variance 
 The property owner withdrew the request for a setback variance for a second-story  
 deck. 
 
 n. Back to the 50s 

Two residents called asking what the committee intends to do with the earlier request to 
expand the parking overlay for Back to the 50s. 

 
 o. Met Council 2040 Transportation Plan 

I submitted comments urging Met Council to add State Fair transportation issues in its long-
range planning document. Issues I urged them to include: lack of off-street parking, lack of 
capacity for shuttle and park-and-ride transportation, rebuilding the intersection at Energy Park 
and the U of M Transitway to accommodate more buses, and encouraging non-motorized 
transportation options. 

 
 p. Duke’s Auto License Renewal 

The license for this auto repair garage at 977 Front is up for renewal on Oct. 18. 
 

6. Coming events 
 a. Next Board Meeting – September 15th @ 7pm – Virtual 
 b. Next Land Use Meeting - October 7th @ 7pm – Virtual 
 

7. Adjourn 8:49pm 



The Conversion of East Como Lake Drive from 
Automobile Traffic to Pedestrians and Bicycles 

 

 

 

Agenda 

1. General Concept, Visual 

2. Concerns and Improvements 

3. Schedule and Cost 

4. Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Direction of Bicycle and Pedestrian Traffic 

 

• Cut thru commuter traffic is not the best use of lake frontage in a 
city park 

• Doubling of pedestrian and wheelchair access 
• Noise and air pollution improvement 
• Safety improvement for children biking only feet away from 

automobile traffic 
• Quiet and peaceful park atmosphere 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Duck point parking lot - before 

 

 

Visualization of duck point parking lot - After 

 

• A parking lot is not the best use of lake frontage in a city park 
• Visual  green space improvement 
• Lake Como water quality improvement by eliminating runoff 



Concerns and Improvements  

1) Traffic Migration 
a) East Como Boulevard  

i) Keep “Do not enter” sign at East Como Blvd. and Ivy (This will prevent 
southbound traffic on East Como Blvd.) 

ii) Add “not a thru route” or “no thru traffic” sign at East Como Lake Drive 
and Victoria. (This will prevent “lost” cars from entering East Como Blvd. and 
turning around at the first driveway or trying to driving through to find a way 
out.) 

b) Victoria 
i) Provide traffic calming measures without reducing available parking 

while improving bicycle accessibility and safety (To be determined by city 
planning expert and civil engineer) 

2) Parking  
a) Leave parking unchanged on East Como Boulevard. The advantages of 

having the Duck Point parking lot closed outweigh the slight increase in parking 
on East Como Boulevard. 

b) Designate a handicapped parking space where Lakeview terminates at East 
Como Lake Drive This will provide access for people who cannot walk or bike 
around Lake Como. 

3) Drive around the lake access for people who can't walk or bike. 
a) Increased wheel chair accessible trails by approximately 2500 linear feet. 
b) Visual car rides are available on Nagasaki Road and Lexington Avenue  

4) Public safety and emergency vehicles access to East Como Lake Drive 
a) The design of entrance to East Como Lake Drive must include access for 

Police and EMT (at Victoria, Lakeview, and Lexington) 
5) Are the volumes of pedestrians and cyclists high enough to justify this change? 

a) Highest pedestrian traffic in city at 357(City of St. Paul Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Count Report August 18, 2020) 

6) Move all pedestrian and bicycle traffic to East Como Lake Drive and remove asphalt 
paths. 
a) Two way bicycle traffic on East Como Lake Drive and two way pedestrian 

(wheel chair) traffic on the present asphalt paths (Traffic level/interference , 
cost) 

7) Winter snow route for Lake Como Basin homeowners to navigate uphill to a snow 
emergency route. 
a) Keep East Como Boulevard a “Night Plow “route. 

 



Schedule 

18-Jun-20 26-Sep-20 4-Jan-21 14-Apr-21 23-Jul-21 31-Oct-21 8-Feb-22 19-May-22

Meetings

Approval, Resolution

Draw Plans

Signage at ECB and Victoria 

Road paint and signage on ECLD and Pedestrian Paths

Convert Duck Point from asphalt to grass

Curb cut changes to ECLD at Victoria

Curb cut changes to ECLD at Lakeview and Lexington

Convert East Como Lake Drive to Peds and Bikes

 

 

Cost 

Convert East Como Lake Drive to Pedestrian and Bicycle  _ Cost
Item Number of units Cost per unit ( U$D) Total Comment
signage 2 100 200  2 signs
road paint 16 20 320 16 painted stencils
asphalt removal 874 10 8740 Duck point parking lot, 38 by 23 yards at $10 per sq. yd. 
curb removal 152 10 1520 curb around parking lot plus curbs at victoria, lakeview, and Lexington at $10 per linear  yard
grass seed and straw 874 0.5 437 sq. yd., straw for erosion control
New curbs 30 100 3000 New curbs at victoria, lakeview, and Lexington at $100 per linear  yard

Total 14217 Cost of design labor and administrative activities not included

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Existing “Do Not Enter” sign  

 

Add “Not a Thru Route” sign  

 

Remove Asphalt; Plant Grass  

 



Resident Comments 
Re: East Como Lake Drive 
 
Jeffrey Brown 
1346 East Como Blvd. 
(See separate materials of proposal in detail) 
 
Ted Budd 
909 Lakeview 
My family and I would like to thank the City of Saint Paul for closing East Como Lake Drive (ECLD) to 
vehicle traffic during the pandemic. The last few months have demonstrated a markedly improved Como 
Park experience with ECLD closed. Not only is there more room to walk, run, and bike on the north side of 
the lake, it’s noticeably more peaceful and safer without the car traffic. The closure of ECLD has also 
encouraged more people to visit Como Park. In fact, we cannot remember the park ever being as popular, 
and we’ve lived in the neighborhood for nearly 20 years.  
We are writing to encourage you to consider keeping ECLD closed during the remainder of the pandemic, 
and potentially permanently. Other cities, like Seattle, closed streets to allow for greater social distancing 
during the pandemic, and then decided to keep those streets closed on a permanent basis after seeing the 
positive effects of the street closures. https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-
news/transportation/seattle-will-permanently-close-20-miles-of-residential-streets-to-most-vehicle-
traffic/ . Let’s do the same for ECLD, for two primary reasons.  
First, the past few months have demonstrated vehicle traffic is unnecessary on ECLD. It may not be readily 
apparent, but ECLD is really just a one-lane, one-way short cut through Como Park. (After entering from 
Victoria, there are no turn-offs until the end of the road at Lexington.) T here are plenty of other, equally 
effective (or even better) routes to drive east from Victoria to Lexington, including Arlington, Hoyt, and 
Larpenteur. Indeed, my family used to use ECLD several times a day to access Lexington from Lakeview. 
But we quickly learned that the alternate routes are just as efficient. So, it’s not surprising that other 
drivers have also quickly adapted to the closure of ECLD and there have been no traffic backups resulting 
from the closure. Moreover, closing ECLD has made the pedestrian crossings at Lexington much safer, as 
cars no longer turn from ECLD onto Lexington near those crossings. The closure of the parking lot on the 
north side of the park also seems to have had little negative impact on the park. As noted above, usage of 
Como Park is at an all-time high; and many people opted to use the ample street parking or other parking 
lots in the area rather than the north side parking lot even when the lot was open. It is also important to 
note that a continued or permanent closure of ECLD would not prevent emergency vehicles from using the 
route when necessary (as they have been doing during the last few months).  
Second, eliminating vehicle traffic on ECLD presents a real opportunity to expand and improve Como Park 
at virtually no cost. According to the most recent rankings, St. Paul has the third best park system in the 
country. Minneapolis recently jumped to the top spot in the rankings “largely because of new park 
acquisitions and strategic expansions.” 
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/news/2020/05/20/minneapolis-named-best-city-park-system-in-u-s-
on-trust-for-public-lands-annual-parkscore-index/ . Here’s a chance to make a very demonstrable 
improvement to our park system. Reducing vehicle traffic near the Como Lake would also benefit the 
health of Como Lake, which is on its way back after suffering for many years. A permanent closure of this 
road surface may even allow for more green space in the park. The parking lot off ECLD could be 
transitioned into green space, which would be a great spot for a community skating rink overlooking the 
lake. In fact, kids in the neighborhood have already been regularly using the closed parking lot for pick-up 
street hockey, soccer, and lacrosse games this summer.  
In closing, we hope you will consider putting pedestrians and cyclists first and enhancing Como Park, by 
closing ECLD on a continued, and potentially permanent, basis. The relatively minor costs or 
inconveniences in closing ECLD are a small price to pay for making a significant, tangible improvement to 
the park and city of Saint Paul. The past several months have demonstrated that this road is not a 
necessity (especially given that it’s only a single lane of traffic), and the benefits to the community by 



closing this lane of traffic far outweigh the costs. Closing this one lane of vehicular traffic is also directly in 
line with the stated priorities of the city and would be applauded by many residents. The additional area 
created by the closure of ECLD has been heavily used over the past several months and has made social 
distancing possible on the north side of the park. In sum, it has made Como Park a better place. Let’s 
please consider closing ECLD for good – of the park, the lake, and most importantly, the people of Saint 
Paul.  
 
Additional email: 
We respectfully request that the City reconsider its plan to reopen East Como Lake Drive to vehicle traffic. 
With ECLD in its current state (closed), Como Park is better and safer, and more pedestrians and cyclists 
than ever are using the trails. The reason for closing ECLD – the pandemic – still very much exists, and 
decreasing the amount of space for walkers and bikers on the east side of the lake, where park space is 
very narrow, would seemingly send the wrong message about staying safe during the pandemic. The park 
trails are used and maintained all year, and still have high usage in the fall. This is expected to be 
especially true this year as many families will be engaged in distance learning and using the park for 
outdoor exercise and recreation. It also appears that keeping the road closed would cost the City nothing.  
Despite all of this, the City is planning to reopen this one-lane, one-way road, which is only used by drivers 
as a perceived short cut through the park (this short stretch of road between Victoria and Lexington 
provides no access to the neighborhood as it allows no turn offs for vehicle traffic). And if park usage is 
expected to dip in the fall and winter relative to spring and summer, then there is no pressing need for the 
parking lot off ECLD. Furthermore, by reopening ECLD, the City is favoring car traffic over pedestrians and 
cyclists, which goes against St. Paul's transportation priorities, especially considering this roadway lies 
within a park. For all of these reasons, please maintain the status quo – ECLD closed.  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Annie Mulcahy 
(Address unknown) 
I am feeling very cut off from the beauty of the neighborhood since we cannnot use that road. I l am just a 
few blocks from the lake and that is one of my daily zen moments in my commute. I am missing it every 
day. Please reopen the road. 
Also, it blocks off the area East of the Lake from the rest of the neighborhod and the park and I feel like it 
may be adding to the increased crime on this end of the neighborhood. 
 
Anne Thom 
1355 Victoria 
Regarding the Land Use Committee's discussion of the closure of Como Park Drive, there has been some 
considerable discussion on nextdoor.com, which I am guessing members of the Land Use Committee do 
access. 
I would encourage them to review the discussion. By a slight majority of opinions, keeping the closure is 
favored at least until the weather turns. 
Residents of Victoria Street would overwhelmingly like the drive re-opened as we have had to endure 
increased traffic volume which Victoria wasn't built for, it is a residential street, as well as the safety issue 
of speeding vehicles which is never mitigated by any enforcement of the law. We are not happy that 
without consulting us, the city made our overused road into a major thoroughfare and again, the majority 
of us would like the drive re-opened to vehicle traffic. 
On a personal note as a dog walker, a daily occurrence, my experience is very few people are walking or 
biking in the roadway. 
 
  



Wanda B 
1129 Iowa Ave. W 
I vote a FIRM NO for the permanent closure of this road. This would cut off a convenient access from the 
east to the west side of the lake it avoids (for me) having to detour around to Front or South Como Blvd. It 
also cuts off access to a parking area that is often less crowded than the other lots. 
 
Jeffrey Thole 
810 Iowa Ave. W 
As a D10 resident, I support reopening Como Lake Drive to cars. The lake drive is an important amenity of 
the neighborhood, it should be open to all... walkers, bikers and drivers alike. There are many elderly and 
handicapped folks that can only see the lake by car. 
 
Additional email: 
I support reopening of East Como Drive. Como lake and the road that surrounds it are important 
neighborhood assets. Before Covid 19, there was no over crowding and there were no traffic issues. East 
Como Drive should once again be open to all; walkers, bikers, and drivers alike. As you can imagine, many 
of our elderly and handicapped can not walk or bike the long path. The city seems to support inclusion, 
but some times forgets that inclusion includes drivers. Without a vehicle, some of our most long term local 
residents will no longer be able to enjoy the simple pleasure of a ride around the lake. 
 
Jill Jordan (and Dan Hoody) 
1565 Chelsea St N 
My household supports the proposal to keep East Como Lake Drive permanent off limits to motor 
vehicles. What a WONDERFUL idea! Please let me know how we can make our support for this endeavor 
heard.  
 
Kristen Wells 
(Address unknown) 
My family rides there every night after dinner on the bike path. Often, there are walkers/runners on the 
designated bike path, as the walking paths are even more crowded. Having the extra space to spread out 
has been extremely helpful when trying to practice social distancing and share the lake paths between 
walkers, runners, and bikers. I am in full support of extending the closure at least until the cold weather 
will surely leave the paths less crowded, or until we have moved past the current pandemic situation. 
 
Anne Kaplan 
(Address unknown) 
While it would be lovely to have the road closed permanently, that's probably a pipe dream. There would 
be real benefits, though: even before COVID, the paths were crowded with walkers, runners, bikers, 
skaters, scooters, and surreys, in season. Having more room has been a real plus. I walk around everyday, 
and I've seen the numbers steadily grow over the years. 
But even if we can't keep it closed forever, it makes no sense to open the road arbitrarily after Labor Day. 
There's still a pandemic with rising numbers, people working from home, schools not in session all day, 
etc.--all of the conditions that led to the closing in the first place. And there's still plenty of good weather 
left. Why not leave the road closed until there's a vaccine, at least, and we're back to "normal"? Thanks for 
listening. 
 
Doug Guild 
(Address unknown) 
We won’t be attending the meeting on this issue, but want to register our thoughts if you are taking a 
vote. Our vote: keep East Como Avenue closed for motorized traffic. 
My wife and I walk frequently around Como Lake and have appreciated the extra distancing opportunity 
afforded by East Como Avenue being closed ... as protection from coronavirus transmission. 



Far too many people do not wear masks and don’t even make an effort to distance themselves from 
others. 
An added bonus of the East Como Avenue closure is that it is quieter … no loud motorcycles and 
bad/illegally loud vehicle mufflers. That’s a whole other issue … why are vehicle noise ordnances (if they 
exist) not enforced in this area … or anywhere for that matter???!! 
 
Mario Schwiderski 
(Address Unknown) 
I am totally AGAINST closing E Como Lake drive to cars. As a driver who used to be able to drive all the way 
around Como Lake, I'm sad and sick of our City taking away beautiful scenic drives just for walkers and 
bikes. I'm inconvenienced having to drive Victoria, to Larpenteur to Lexington rather then East Como Lake 
Drive to Lexington. 
The rights of drivers are slowly being lost to pedestrian and bikes. We are told to share the road with 
bicyclist. I do, we get ticketed when we drivers don't abide by street signs, but bicyclists don't have any 
consequences. Just watch at stop signs. We drivers pay extra vehicle taxes to use roads, bicyclists don't. 
We need to pay a license fee to drive on roads, bicyclists don't. Until you start licensing bicycles I'm against 
them on roads. 
Please do not close East Como Lake Drive. 
 
Tom Lyman 
(1460 Como Blvd East) 
I live on East Como Blvd and the traffic on our road has more than doubled due to the closer of the road so 
we are in favor of opening the road. Our street has lots of walkers and no sidewalks so the increased 
traffic has increased the risk of an accident. 
 
Andy Davis / Lauren Dee 
1378 E. Como Blvd. 
We are residents of Como Park and live very close to E. Como Lake Drive. We express our support for 
closing E. Como Lake Drive to vehicles. The drive is something of a relic from a prior era, when automobile 
traffic was given pride of place over pedestrians and cyclists. The purpose of the drive appears to be to 
allow automobiles to drive along the lake and enjoy the view (there is no specific address served by the 
drive that cannot be reached through other traffic routes). This was probably a very attractive feature in 
the era of the Model T. But a much better use of this space for today is to convert E. Como Lake Drive into 
a wide pedestrian and cycling trail for lake access. It could even be landscaped with native perennials, 
grasses, and shrubs, creating a beautiful, ecologically friendly and sustainable pathway that is in keeping 
with the aesthetic of Como Park. 
There are many benefits from discontinuing vehicular traffic on the drive, including: (1) increased safety 
from eliminating a busy drive (often with drivers speeding around the lake) alongside heavily used 
pedestrian area; (2) reduced noise, light, and air pollution from traffic on drive; (3) increasing lake access 
to pedestrians and cyclists, and allowing for continued social distancing during Covid and avoid 
overcrowding on the existing paths; (4) enhancing natural beauty and ecological value of this area of the 
lake; (5) reducing the amount of pavement around the lake, which helps reduce surface water runoff and 
improves water quality on the lake. 
The only downsides we see are the loss of a shortcut from Victoria to Lexington, and, potentially, the loss 
of the small parking lot on the east side of the lake. But there is already a substantial amount of hard 
impervious surfaces around the lake - do we really need the parking lot on the east side of the lake, or 
could drivers just as easily use the very large parking lot on the west side of the lake? We also have not 
seen an increase in traffic on E. Como Lake Blvd. as a result of the closure. Instead, people seem to be 
using the parking lot across the lake if they want to drive and park at the lake. 
Thank you for considering our comments. 
 
Additional comments: 



We are residents of Como Park and we join our many neighbors and friends in expressing our strong 
support for keeping East Como Lake Drive closed to vehicular traffic, at a minimum for the duration of the 
Covid-19 epidemic, and preferably on a permanent basis. We live very close to E. Como Lake Drive, just a 
few houses up from the parking lot at Duck Point. In our view, the drive is something of a relic from a prior 
era, when automobile traffic was given pride of place over pedestrians and cyclists. The purpose of the 
drive appears to be to allow automobiles to drive along the lake and enjoy the view (there is no specific 
address served by the drive that cannot be reached through other traffic routes). A much better use of this 
space for today is to convert E. Como Lake Drive into a wide pedestrian and cycling trail for lake access. It 
could even be landscaped with native perennials, grasses, and shrubs, creating a beautiful, ecologically 
friendly and sustainable pathway that is in keeping with the aesthetic of Como Park. 
There are many benefits from discontinuing vehicular traffic on the drive, including: (1) increased safety 
from eliminating a busy drive (often with drivers speeding around the lake) alongside heavily used 
pedestrian area; (2) reduced noise, light, and air pollution from traffic on drive; (3) increasing lake access 
to pedestrians and cyclists, and allowing for continued social distancing during Covid and avoid 
overcrowding on the existing paths; (4) enhancing natural beauty and ecological value of this area of the 
lake; (5) reducing the amount of pavement around the lake, which reduce surface water runoff and 
improves water quality on the lake; and (6) eliminating access to a parking lot where criminal activity and 
drug dealing are a frequent occurrence (incidents of muggings and theft at gunpoint, which unfortunately 
have become a frequent occurrence here, have reduced dramatically since the drive and parking lot 
closed). 
Since the drive was closed to traffic in spring 2020, it has been used by countless children, cyclists, 
pedestrians, joggers, and others who appreciate the open space, the safety, the increased lake access, and 
the ability to stay socially distant in this busy stretch of park. All of our children are home now - their 
schools are closed and they are doing "remote" distant learning. They and their friends make heavy use of 
the park during the day after school work is done (and while their parents are working). Having E. Como 
Lake Drive closed during this time is a great relief, as I know the safety of my children is so much improved 
with the road closure. 
Please, please consider the interests of our community as you make this decision. Many of us are very 
busy, but we are taking the time to express our position on this issue. That should tell you something. 
 
James Cowles 
(1088 California Ave W) 
I am writing to provide my support for permanent closure of East Como Lake Drive. 
I find the permanent closure to be our best course for the following reasons: 
- The street is superfluous with East Como Blvd running parallel. It provides no unique access. 
- Access to the east-bank parking lot could be provided via Lakeview and is rarely fully utilized. 
- Traffic volumes on East Como Lake Drive do not support the cost of maintaining a mile of additional 
roadway. 
- Local residents are served just as well with side streets. 
- Northbound traffic's only real purpose is to reach Larpenteur, which can just as easily be achieved using 
Victoria. 



- Traffic wishing to connect with Southbound Lexington can do so using Nagasaki/Horton, with the added 
benefit of a controlled intersection. 
- Turning onto Lexington from East Como Lake Drive is dangerous with curved road and dual crosswalks. 
- This will greatly improve the safety for pedestrians and cyclists crossing East Como Lake Drive next to 
Lexington. 
- Pedestrians and cyclists crossing Lexington won't have to worry about traffic turning southbound from 
East Como Lake Drive. 
- The roadway will need a mill and overlay in the near future. Permanent closure provides much needed 
funds for other street projects. 
- Maintenance costs for East Como Lake Drive could be diverted to traffic calming measures on East Como 
Blvd and Lakeview Ave. 
- There is little to no additional traffic on side streets since its closure. 
- The road has dangerous blind curves, which endanger slow moving traffic such as road cyclists. 
Access to east-bank parking lot 
- Add barricades on both sides of Lakeview Ave, blocking access to East Como Lake Drive, providing dual-
access for bicycle traffic in each direction. 
- At east-side street closure, add signs indicating Victoria has access to lake parking and at Victoria and 
Lakeview. 
Possible Future Uses 
- Turn the road into a two-way bike trail and turn the existing bicycle path into a low-impact (or dirt) 
running track. Runners often use the dirt "median" between the walking and bicycle trails. 
- Moving bicycle traffic to the road surface would cause immediate benefit to the new Two-Way trail 
along Lexington, allowing bicycle traffic to ride east to connect with Como Ave and Wheelock trails. This 
could significantly reduce costs of the proposed two-way bike trail around the lake. 
 
Betti Iwanski & Kevin Alexander 
(1258 Osage St. Paul) 
We still want to have East Como Lake Drive closed until the pandemic will be vaccinated. 
 
Sonjie Johnson 
(Address Unknown) 
I am a resident of Como Park in favor of keeping it closed this winter to give us walkers a safe place to 
walk. 
 
Additional comments: 
I, and many others have walked the lake for years. (17 for me) With Covid some of us go early in the 
morning to avoid crowds. With this road closed, even on busy afternoons and evenings (think walkers, 
runners, bikers, roller bladers, families, skateboarders) we are all able to avoid close contact. Opening that 
road will significantly increase contact with others. Once winter hits, there will be one sidewalk open, 
generally the bike lane. Added to that, there is usually ice and snow that reduces that path to just a few 
feet, making it impossible to maintain any social distance at all. It's not just about seniors. Having that 
extra space allows pretty much any high risk person to utilize the lake safely. Might it inconvenience those 
who like to drive the whole lake? Yes, but that could be temporary once the pandemic passes. 



 
Robert Treumann 
1290 Osage 
I am writing to express my support for keeping East Como Lake Drive closed permanently to traffic. 
Como Lake is bordered on the North, South and East by roads that can be quite busy, and these roads 
hug the lake so closely that only 15-20 feet remain for people to walk along the lake. The red lines on 
the attached image show how close the road is to the lake. 
Part of that space is dedicated to bicycles, and even that path has recently been devoted to four wheel 
surrey bikes that are rented from a private business at the Pavillion.  
My support for this idea goes beyond the current Covid pandemic. Green areas are healthy for urban 
areas, and getting out and seeing neighbors walking and acknowledging each other makes us a more 
cohesive and mutually respectful community. 
My experience observing and walking that area during this time has demonstrated how much activity 
can be supported on that roadway. Small kids are bicycling there, even learning to ride. People are roller 
blading, riding scooters, running and walking there. It would be nice to see some informal (safely 
distanced) music gatherings there, such as typically happens in a public park. Even the occasional food 
truck at the ends of the road! 
I believe we have way too much of our public space devoted to cars, most of whom are just in a hurry to 
get somewhere else. I’ve lived a block back from the lake since 1985, and I have never seen that area 
used as much, and so peacefully. Let’s use this opportunity to make our city better and more welcoming 
by expanding access to this space for pedestrian use. 
I have seen arguments that cutting access to cars will reduce opportunities for the disabled. I think the 
opposite is the case. Without cars, wheelchairs and electric scooters can travel safely. Without cars 
more people can be there, and the area will be safer, because people can’t drive up and jump from a car 
to commit an assault or robbery. 
Our cities, not just this neighborhood, are more than just places to drive through on the way to 
somewhere else. The best use of public space is for healthy human activity, not cars. The best future for 
our city will come from welcoming green spaces and neighborhoods. This should always be the first 
consideration in placement of roads 
 
Kyle Eichenberger 
(1366 St. Albans St. N.) 
If it were our household to make the decision, we'd come down in favor of keeping the current road 
closure permanent. Or at very least until the pandemic is fully over and the extra room for social 
distancing is no longer needed on the lake pathways. We should use the time while it is temporarily 
closed to make a plan to better adapt the facility for all users. I think the proposal correctly addresses 
concerns about accessibility for disability parking, emergency vehicles, and making the trail more 
wheelchair friendly. Those should all be considerations. 
One idea I would throw out there that has been successful in other communities: perhaps the road 
should get seasonal, removable bollards so that the road could be opened during, say, the winter but 
closed in the summer when more users need the trail. Just an idea. 
Another question: How would making the road closure permanent integrate with previous (I believe 
ongoing?) plans to make two-way bike traffic around the lake easier in the coming years? 
 
Corrin Wendell 
1350 East Como Boulevard 
I wanted to submit my thoughts to the District 10 Council ahead of your meeting tomorrow (which I plan 
to attend) to be in favor of permanently closing Como Park Blvd on the east side of Como Lake to favor 



the Grand Round Plan in the long-term, but immediately favor walkers, runners, bikers, families, elderly, 
and all who come to enjoy Como Lake and the Regional Park. I live at 1350 Como Blvd E facing the lake 
and we have been here 5 years with our now 5 year old son and many of our wonderful neighbors have 
been here 20-30 years easy. Since the road has been closed, we have seen a tremendous increase in 
usage of the road by every mobility, chalk art, teenie tiny first time bikers, getting extra space and 
confidence to ride bikes with their families. There is an obvious increased need for additional trail width 
for the walking path (to have two-way walking without bumping folks), increased width for bikers, and 
having the road closed will assist with additional methods of stormwater runoff, not have accidents as 
cars race to get to lexington avenue and spinout into the trails, and not having to provide street 
maintenance and plowing to that road in the winter. There has only been a slight increase in traffic on 
Como Blvd E and many of my neighbors are for closing the street permanently as well. I am a City 
Planner by profession (for the last 15 years) and I have seen grassroots efforts such as these, combined 
with city support, that create wonderful places, spaces, and placemaking that everyone can enjoy. This 
is no doubt a low-hanging fruit effort that the City can get behind that will have so many increased 
benefits. The cost-benefit analysis on this one is a slam dunk! Thank you for taking the time to read my 
thoughts and if you have any questions, please let me know! 
 
Caitlin Abrams 
725 Cottage 
It was recently brought to my attention that East Como Lake Drive is being reopened to vehicle traffic 
after Labor Day weekend. It has been such a blessing during the pandemic to have the extra space to 
spread out from our neighbors during what few months we can enjoy the outside weather before the 
cold and snow settles in. The lake and park is such a draw for the neighborhood and a joy to walk 
around, the road has helped so many continue to get outside of their homes and enjoy nature while also 
social distancing. I hope you will reconsider opening the boulevard to cars and keep it for foot traffic 
only until later in the year, around late October or early November. Getting outside is so important for 
our mental health right now, and having that extra space is critical for our busy neighborhood to enjoy 
the outdoors for as long as the weather allows us. Thank you.  
 
Craig Foster 
886 Lakeview 
I am writing you today in support of the permanent closure of East Como Lake Drive (ECLD) to car traffic. 
I live a half block off of ECLD and use it by bike, shoe and by car, and I do not see then need for 
continued car traffic on the road. Cars routinely break the speed limit and fail to yield to pedestrians in 
the park. There are nearly parallel options that are two-way streets for the cars that have need to travel 
near the lake. These two way streets more effectively limit the speeds of travelers, with parked cars and 
many pedestrians in the street. Many drivers of cars like that ECLD is a bit shorter for them from Victoria 
to Lexington, but their convenience is at the expense of the safety of the park users and neighbors both 
during Covid and post-pandemic. I walked the path after the street opened yesterday, and even with 
lower use in the cold weather, the path no longer seems wide enough. Also of concern is that the streets 
current design facilitates the early morning muggings and harassment that trail users experience, as a 
car is able to quickly speed away down the one way road. 
I understand that the temporary closure can be expensive due to the bid rates for the sign rental 
companies. I believe that a permanent closure, while requiring some up-front investment, will pay off in 
the long run as it expands upon one of the district's biggest public assets, Como Park. 
 
  



Elizabeth Ripley 
(address unknown) 
I am emailing today in support of keeping East Como Lake Drive closed permanently. I am a resident in 
North Como and walk to the lake almost daily. In the four years I’ve lived here I believe this is the 
cleanest and healthiest the lake has looked and smelled. Part of this is due to the natural habitat work 
going on around the shoreline, but I also believe the lack of vehicle traffic along East Como Lake Drive 
played a role.  
I believe keeping this street closed and continuing to work on improving the health of the lake by 
maintaining the natural buffer zone, will make Como a more attractive and sustainable feature of Saint 
Paul. This is an opportunity to promote environmental projects such as lawns to legumes and the clean 
water act, in addition to creating a safe space for pedestrians and cyclists. The space could also be used 
for educational purposes from institutions such as libraries, nature centers, Como Zoo, and the DNR. 
In addition to expanding the native landscape, I think keeping East Como Lake Drive closed provides an 
opportunity to create a playground for families. In our neighborhood the only playgrounds are located 
at churches and schools. I would love to take my toddler to a playground during the middle of the day 
(without driving) and not worry about disturbing a recess or after school activity. Como is very much a 
family neighborhood and that is a lot of why we love it here. However, that family feel is not 
represented through the city itself, as evidenced by lack of playgrounds. 
I hope you take these thoughts into consideration. I truly believe that keeping East Como Lake Drive 
closed and working on improvements in that area will enhance the lake and the neighborhood. 
 
Milne Kintner  
900 7th St. West Loft 233 
There is no significant difficulty or inconvenience to life around Como Lake with E. Como Lake Drive 
closed. I regularly visit my family who live at 1378 E. Como Blvd. Since E. Como Lake Drive has been 
closed, I've easily been able to enter the area. The area is easy to navigate by car with E. Como Lake 
Drive closed, no matter which route I've used--from home directly or from a shop. 
The area is better with E. Como Lake Drive closed. I visit with my family in the back or the front yard, 
social distancing. I have a view onto the closed-off E. Como Lake Drive from their front yard and have 
logged many hours there. The pedestrian traffic could be described as vibrant and at ease under the 
new design of Como Lake with the E. Como Lake Drive closure. Compared to what I observed in years 
previous, pedestrians' ease and safety are supported by the closure of E. Como Lake Drive. 
I urge you to decide to keep E. Como Lake Drive closed because cars can still navigate the area and a 
pedestrians do now benefit. 
 
Sandy Barnes 
Address unknown 
I would just like to make sure that this street will be opened next week as planned. 
We in the neighborhoods surrounding the lake have been very patient for the last 4 months as the 
traffic in the neighborhoods has increased. The speed of the vehicles at times becomes very dangerous. 
That road needs to be opened. 
I understand the reasoning behind closing the road. However, watching and looking at the lack of people 
actually using the roadway, it certainly is not necessary to keep it closed. Very few people compared to 
the number people who walk the lake actually use the roadway. 
I look forward to the road opening and traffic calming down next week. 
 
  



Erin Petschel 
1246 Albemarle 
I wanted to participate and let this committee know that the lake is for everyone to enjoy. I use the 
parking area on that road that you are thinking of closing permanently. I come from the North End 
Neighborhood to walk with my 3 year old. That is the parking provided to us to promote ease in enjoying 
this public space. I could and have gone to the pavilion parking. But it doesn’t provide the ease for us 
like the little space we do use. And if there is a show at the pavilion, we would much rather avoid 
crowds and park on the closest side to us. 
I have been an acid walker around Como Lake for the past 8 years that I have lived in North End. I have 
been a part of the early morning walking regulars and I have been a part of the early evening, dusk 
walking regulars. I have never encountered a criminal act on my walks. I ama female and am hyper 
aware when I am walking in the dark evening hours of winter. Never encountered anyone but walkers. 
Please leave the road all around the lake open for all Minnesotans and out of state visitors to enjoy with 
ease of access. 
 
Becky Kallhoff  
(Address unknown) 
I recently learned that East Como Lake Drive is slated to re-open after Labor Day weekend. I am writing 
to implore the city to keep the road closed. Our family lives just south of the lake, and we utilize that 
road nearly every day to walk a modified route around the lake. Without it, we will not be walking 
around the lake since it is too difficult to socially distance ourselves from others on the paths. 
This road has been a lifeline for us to get out in the neighborhood in a safe way while all four of us are 
working or schooling from home.  
We have not found the closure to cause problems for traffic or driving routes. Please reconsider and 
keep it closed until winter! 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Andrew Greenseid  
(Address unknown) 
Please use whatever influence you have to keep East Como Lake Drive closed to vehicular traffic. I live in 
the neighborhood (and used to drive on it regularly). The benefits of being able to socially distance 
oneself while walking around the jewel that is Como Lake are too great to give up. Only after we get 
through the pandemic should we consider opening it up to cars again. Having that extra stretch of space 
to walk keeps the many people who walk around or near Como lake apart and safe. Thank you. 
 
Susan Janda 
1189 Churchill 
Can you reflect my interest in keeping East Como closed? I saw a Facebook discussion. It seems a 
relatively small sacrifice for more peaceful and safe distances around a popular lake. 
 
Adam Brady 
908 Parkview Avenue 
I emailed you all separately yesterday (with the exception of Director Kershaw) regarding the 
planned reopening of East Como Lake Drive. I received responses from the Mayor's Office and the Parks 
Department stating: "At this time there are no resources, funding, or plans for Saint Paul Public Works 
or Saint Paul Parks and Recreation . . . to explore or change the East Como Lake Drive (or other 
roadways) from its current traffic use, or continue the temporary closures." 



While I certainly understand that additional resources and funding would be required for a permanent 
closure of ECLD, I cannot understand the lack of resources and funding to continue the temporary 
closure. The barricades blocking ECLD from vehicle traffic are already in place at Victoria, Lakeview and 
Lexington. Other resources and funding (e.g., street cleaning, plowing, etc.) would necessarily already be 
budgeted for. If there are unique, additional resources and/or funding required to maintain the closure, 
it would be extremely helpful to know what those are so that those community members that would 
like to see the closure stay in effect have a better understanding of the complete picture.  
As previously stated, the parkland around Como Lake has provided our family, and many others, with 
safe opportunities to be outdoors somewhere other than our own yards. We still have at least a few 
months of pleasant outdoor weather ahead of us and, as a resident of the neighborhood and frequent 
user of the paths around the lake, I doubt that there will be significant decrease in park use after Labor 
Day. I am greatly concerned that the reopening of the ECLD will squeeze the record level of park users 
closer together at a time when we must remain vigilant in our social distancing practices. 
I urge you to reconsider the plans to reopen ECLD. 
 
Additional email:  
I write to voice my families support of a continued closure of East Como Lake Drive (ECLD) to vehicle 
traffic during the ongoing pandemic. I participated in the District 10 Land Use Committee meeting last 
night and have no doubt that you have received numerous emails and calls from Ward 5 residents re the 
continued closure. While I support a permanent closure of ECLD, my request at this time is to extend the 
temporary closure. As a community, city, state and country, we are nowhere near a “return to normal.” 
With St. Paul public schools closed to in-class student instruction and restricted access to the “normal” 
enrichment and cultural activities (e.g., museums, zoos, concerts), now is not the time to re-open ECLD 
to vehicle traffic. 
Over the past few months, my family has appreciated the increased space provided to all users of Como 
Park. I might be a relative newcomer to the neighborhood, having only lived here 8 years, but I cannot 
recall any other time in my time here where the park has been so popular and used by such a diverse 
group of community members. This diversity and increased access should be celebrated and continue.  
I might also add that, as a former user of ECLD on a near-daily basis pre-pandemic, I have modified my 
driving habits without any significant impact or noticeable inconvenience. In reality, ECLD is a one-lane, 
one-way short cut through a short stretch of Como Park with no turn-offs. Among the many benefits of 
the closure, it has permanently stopped the relative commonplace practice of drivers making an illegal 
right/eastbound turn at Lakeview Avenue.  
A great deal was made by District 10 residents re the closure of the small parking lot on the north side of 
the park. Despite contentions from those opposing the continued or permanent closure of ECLD and the 
parking lot, I have noticed no negative impact on park access due to the closed parking lot. There is 
ample parking on Lakeview and East Como Avenue to access the park. And, despite my own 
expectations, there has not been a significant increase in on-street parking and it certainly has not risen 
to anything close to nuisance-level.  
As noted above, usage of Como Park is at an all-time high; and many people opted to use the ample 
street parking or other parking lots in the area rather than the north side parking lot even when the lot 
was open. It is also important to note that a continued or permanent closure of ECLD would not prevent 
emergency vehicles from using the route when necessary (as they have been doing during the last few 
months). 
Please consider extending the ECLD closure as an interim measure so that a full evaluation of a 
permanent ECLD closure can be undertaken. This is not the time to reopen ECLD and let’s not miss an 
opportunity to better the park for community at large. 
Thank you for consideration. 



 
Harold Buss  
1326 E Como Blvd 
This subject was discussed 2016-2017 when they wanted to close east como lake road as part of the 
Grand round bicycle trail. Lack of money stopped the process. Amy Brendmoen was a supporter of 
closing. 
The best idea I heard at the meeting was contacting all households affected by the proposed changes 
(letter questionaire etc.). 
Below are my thoughts/reasons not to close East Como Lake Road 
1 firefighters at Front Street firehouse said that during the road closure there have been delays in 
reaching the homes north of the lake. 
2 The east side of the lake is the best view of Lake Como. Closing the road prevents people that can not 
walk or Bike from seeing the lake. examples, Families out for a drive with elderly or handicapped  
members. Buses from senior living home that periodical take tours. Etc With the closure it has been 
proven that people want to get to the lake and no signage will stop them. Therefore extra traffic and 
parking will be a problem on East Como Blvd ( 19.5 ft wide 2 way traffic and parking). 
3 the extra traffic on Victoria (bicycles, autos, and buses) with its traffic control bumpouts is more 
dangerous. Ther are a lot of small children living on victoria 
4 In the winters months the open area (lake roadand parking lot) will be empty meanwhile the traffic 
and parking problems continue because of ice fishing and walkers. 
5 Also during snow storms East Lake Road is plowed faster giving us an easier outlet then trying to go up 
the unplowed hills on Lakeview and Ivy 
Sorry I rambled on. But i appreciate that the land use committee is considering all input in any decisions 
that will be made. 
 
Sara & Ryan Cox 
1152 Churchill St 
The closure of East Como Lake Drive has been a COVID 19 silver lining. With the increased volumes of 
people enjoying the park, it has allowed for folks to distance while walking, running, biking or blading. 
We have so enjoyed being able to have our young kids ride their bikes without clogging up the bike lane, 
and we see many others enjoying the extra space as well - be that other families with young kids or 
older folks who want to stay safe while staying active.  
We run, walk or bike around Como daily and have most days of the week for the 17 years we've lived in 
Como. The closure of East Como Lake Drive was a brilliant decision. We hope that it can remain closed at 
least until the first plowable snow to allow us all to enjoy these crisp Fall days. We hope that the closure 
of East Como Lake Drive becomes an annual tradition from snow melt to snow fall. 
 
Mary Jane Sommerville 
904 Parkview 
I am writing to you as a resident of District 10, Como Neighborhood. 
My family and I have lived in the area for years and love our neighborhood. 
THroughout the years, our family has loved walking and biking around the lake, visiting the beautiful 
areas in the park including the labyrinth, zoo, etc. 
When the pandemic set in in March and my children's schools were closed, my family and I got outside 
and enjoyed the neighborhood even more. Daily we go for bike rides and walks around the lake and 
surrounding areas.  
I'm delighted that I can send my younger kids and their buddies (ages 7, 9) down to the boulevard to 
enjoy biking without the risk of getting hit by vehicles. 



We live 4 houses from the lake and the now closed E. Como Boulevard. 
The sheer number of pedestrians around the lake these days is both wonderful and concerning. It's 
wonderful to see so many people out exercising enjoying our beautiful lake.  
At the same time, the number of people within this space is concerning due to the spread of COVID. I'm 
happy to see people masking in high traffic areas. 
I"m greatly concerned that the pedestrian traffic is simply too much to be supported by the walking and 
biking path. 
As a resident on Parkview, just off East Como, there is no reason to have East Como Blvd open. Houses 
like mine still maintain access to their homes and are able to go about their business. 
Having cars back on that road will pose a danger to the many bikers and walkers both in our 
neighborhood and those visiting (and there are many!) 
Please keep the road closed. 
 
John Steingraeber 
1307 Grotto 
I wasn't able to attend last night's discussion re: possible permanent closure of East Como Lake Drive 
and wanted to add a brief note of support for its closure.  
In the short term, keeping ECLD closed will provide enhanced safety and physical distancing for folks 
walking around the lake. When the road is open to vehicle traffic it is virtually impossible to maintain a 
safe social distance with the limited space available to bikers and pedestrians.  
In the longer term, my family supports converting ECLD per the proposal considered last night. This 
would represent a very positive evolution for St Paul in a several areas: sustainability, pedestrian safety, 
runoff mitigation, etc. Closure of ECLD is well aligned with the City's Comp Plan as well as the Climate 
Action and Resilience Plan. Moreover, it is completely redundant to have two roads (ECLD and E Como 
Blvd) so close to each other. As a collector street Victoria is well suited to handle the increased traffic 
from those who claim to be "inconvenienced" by the closure of ECLD.  
On a personal note at least one member (and many times all) of my household walks E Como Blvd on a 
daily basis. We have not noticed an appreciable increase in vehicular traffic on that road (though 
perhaps that is due to its poor condition than the temporary closure of ECLD).  
I'm happy to see D10 sponsoring this important conversation and am looking forward to more 
development of the plan. It's a great idea! 
 
Dan Grundtner 
1112 Idaho 
I am in favor of the road that runs on the north side of Como lake opened this week staying open.   Sorry 
for the late reply, but life got busy. 
 
(via website comment form) 
Joseph A Kendrick 

780 Curfew  

Please close E como lake road to cars permanently. It will be great! I will ride my bike there all the time! 

Cars are loud and dangerous and polluting and already have way too much street space dedicated to 

them. 

 

  



(via website comment form) 
Maggie Whitman 

886 Lakeview 

I live on Lakeview Avenue and heard from a neighbor that there are plans to re-open East Como Lake 

Drive after Labor Day. I want to express my desire to keep that road closed to cars and open to 

pedestrians and bikes. The paths around the Lake have been busy all spring and summer with walkers 

and bikers, and I see no real reason to open this road during the Covid-19 pandemic. As a close neighbor 

to the lake who used to use this road frequently, I have no desire to see it re-open every after the 

pandemic.  

 



District 10 Como Community Council 

Neighborhood Relations Committee  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020 @ 7:00pm Online  

I. OPENING 7:00- 7:10 

A. Call to order and introductions. Present: Jenne Nelson, Jill Hendrickson, Melissa Brannon, Sarah 

Reuter, Mike Ireland, Kim Lieberman, Olivia Mulvey Morawiecki 

B. Add to the agenda  

C. Old Business- Como Kindness Yard sign update 

1. 7:10- 7:20: Finalize value statement 

2. 7:20- 7:50: D10 philanthropy/ Sarah will send out the draft that was finalized by Neighborhood Relations to 

the other chair heads for their thoughts and inputs before bringing it before the board. The idea is to have a 

formalized process for groups and organizations to go through so we can track and record who we are working 

with and who we are serving.  

 Create protocol for accepting organizations for the district council’s support through volunteer efforts or 

donation drives 

a. Coats for kids drive- Action Item, Have a weekend coat drive sept. 26th- 27th. Donations will be 

brought to the salvation army, Melissa Brandon will be point for this event 

b. Thanksgiving for seniors, Olivia will be giving more details about helping host and create a 

donation for thanksgiving for seniors 

3. 7:50- 8:20: Fall social – finalize an idea and theme, Bach Society of Minnesota mini-concerts- we are waiting 

to hear back from the organizers of this event. 

Action Item- Fall social, D10 will sponsor a Halloween street decorating competition. Streets will sign up, and 

will decorate their street. D10 will create a map of all participating streets so community members can drive 

through or walk through the participating streets. D10 will pick the best decorated street. Cookies and a trophy 

will be presented to the winners. 

4. 8:20- 8:40: Know your Como – Como neighbor of the month idea, This will be ran through the neighborhood 

relations committee. Community members will nominate a neighbor, the committee will choose one person to 

be showcased every month in the newsletter, website, Facebook and Next Door. The committee will oversee 

obtaining a photograph of the nominee and a brief bio about the winner. 

5. 8:40- 8:50 Update from Racial Equity working Group 

6. Community concerns  

 NEXT MEETING  

 Tuesday, October 6, 2020 @ 7:00pm - Online  




