District 10 Community Council Board Meeting
Historic Street Car Station
1224 Lexington Parkway, St. Paul, MN 55108
Tuesday November 19, 2019
7:00 PM
MINUTES
I.

Call to order
Chair Melissa Liu called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.

II.

Introductions (name and neighborhood)
Board Present:
Thomas Coburn, Jill Henricksen, Mike Ireland, Melissa Liu, Marika Staloch, Maggie Zimmerman, Sara Benzkofer, Rebecca Calvo, Amanda Rohrer, Debra Verber, Jennifer
Victor-Larsen, Juan José Miranda Ruiz, Sarah Reuter
Board Absent: Alexis Baker, Annie Huidekoper, Olivia Mulvey Morawiecki, Cody Zwiefelhofer
Staff Present: Michael Kuchta
Neighborhood Introductions

III.

Review, Amend agenda:
Mike noted a change to the minutes to change the date from September 17 to October 15, and
to add to the Motion to receive the audit with appreciation to Alexis, Jill, and Amanda’s efforts.
MOTION: Approve to change the minutes to above changes (first/second) passes
MOTION: Approve October 15, 2019 meeting minutes and the agenda (first/second) passes
IV.

Community Section

A. Guest Presentation: Kristin Burch, Fair Housing Coordinator, Saint Paul’s S.A.F.E. Housing Initiative
The Office of Financial Empowerment is a new office within Financial Services. They are
working to shift the city’s focus to economic justice and racial equity. The current economy is not
working for everyone - want to shift so economy is working for everyone, especially lower
income communities of color. The College Bound Saint Paul Task Force is now under this
office.
Five goals they’re working on:
1: Saint Paul residents achieve financial health
2: Saint Paul neighborhoods achieve community wealth
3: Saint Paul residents live in stable, accessible, fair and equitable communities
4: Families with children living in Saint Paul have a city that cares about their future
5: Saint Paul community members are engaged in public decision-making
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Starting in January, every baby born in Saint Paul will get a $50 savings account (non-529, it will
be more flexible than that). This will be partnered with financial literacy for the family. They
hope to help lower-income residents get banked with an account that is manageable and help
them learn to manage money through a bank account to avoid the fees of the un-banks.
Also looking to addressing fines and fees equitably. First area is looking at impound lot
structures - what are ways we can do this differently. Also, two VISTA positions will launch a
minor home repair corps. The City currently collects $800,000 in DSI fines through things like
overgrown grass and unshoveled walks. These are housing stability issues and these fines and
fees impact homeowners. Looking at how neighbors can help neighbors instead of calling in
police for issues. Also, unfixed toilet leaks within a home can cost hundreds of dollars in extra
water fees. Inexpensive repairs can stop that.
Safe housing is what Kirstin is working on the closest. Tenant protections and fair housing
conversations led to a Fair Housing Engagement report. Big picture ideas are:
• decrease housing displacement
• increase housing access
Top things they heard:
• Education, engagement, and awareness: Residents don’t know their rights, how to find
information, who to contact for help
• Upfront cost to housing and barriers to homeownership
• Cost of renting - income is not keeping up with rising costs of rent
This helped narrow down the five policies that they would like to push forward.
1. Limits on security deposits: currently some are so high that it’s as good as a denial. They
want to limit the deposit to no more than one-month’s rent; limiting additional fees are also
being looked at. They may beef up enforcement on only charging the exact cost of
background checks. They are researching universal application fees; this would be in phase
two.
2. Tenant screening guidelines: need to ensure this is looked at along with the security deposit
changes.
• Address criminal history: not allow denials for prior records on arrest records that
did not result in a conviction. Driving fines and petty misdemeanors shouldn’t be a
case for denial. They hope to shorten the look-back period depending on the
severity of the crime. This is a concern to some, and they are looking for ways to
work with landlords to make sure all stakeholder voices are involved.
• Impact of rental history: if an eviction is three years or older, they should not be
held against you. The outcome of the case is what’s important.
• Income to rent standards: Looking at the best way to support access when folks
are in a position to handle payments.
• Credit score: Medical debt and student loan debt and other factors make this rise
and dip. This is not a strong indicator of rental history. Often credit suffers because
people are making rent and letting other payments go.
Where are people living who are having housing insecurity?
• They are doubled up (living with other family, but tenant family is at risk of eviction
because of that.)
• Unsheltered/sleeping in cars
• Cost burdened (paying more than third of their income on rent or living in too small
of space)
What is being done to help people find housing with children?
• Connect people to human rights department; can’t discriminate based on household size.
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• Planning and Economic Development (PED) is doing some work around what defines a
family? Expand definition so it does not only include blood-family.
• Landlords may not state things like ‘no families with kids on the second floor.’ That’s discrimination.
What is being done around the eviction timeline?
• Saint Paul is looking at the timeline, perhaps creating a pre-eviction filing notice.
Are there options to help landlords avoid eviction when tenants can no longer pay?
• Increase mediation. Landlords are feeling like there is no other option. Explore other options for mediations, housing clinics, etc.
3. Tenant Rights and Responsibilities: Looking to make a packet that landlords give to tenants so everyone knows their rights.
4. Just Cause Notice (formerly Just Cause Evictions): Landlord can terminate a lease if on
month-to-month, or at the end of lease they can terminate with no reason why. With this
change, they would need to give a reason; that reason would need to meet a just cause:
 No Payment of Rent
 Habitual Late Payment of Rent
 Violation of Lease
 Refusal to renew the lease
 Plan to reoccupy the unit
 Demolish or converted for another use
 Tenant creates damage
 Tenant refuses access to the unit
 Caretaker employment terminated
Hearing from a lot of people that this process will clear up gray areas. Tenants and landlords
are both stating that this is a win/win.
5. Just Notice of Sale: Giving a notice that a sale may be happening so tenants can watch
the process. Builds in 3-months or more to prepare. Also, a 90-day window of protection
once the new owner takes ownership.
Hoping all five of these move forward simultaneously in order to increase housing access.
Question: Is there a budget? Currently no budget ask for 2020.
Question: Does Saint Paul license all rental properties? No, they have a certificate of occupancy - it goes with the property, not with the owner. Looking into what tools we can create
that will be the enforcement mechanism. The grading system seems to help.
Question: What is being done to make sure there are no unintended consequences? Determining the indicators to be mindful of impacts and ensure that we adjust to be mindful of unintended consequences.
B. Community Concerns
No community issues raised.
V.
Board Business Section
A. Financial reports (Mike Ireland)
Notable Revenue
• $11,588.53 reimbursement from our Community Engagement grant. We budgeted a remaining
reimbursement of $14,875
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• $1,340.21 reimbursement from our Innovation Fund grant. We budget a remaining reimbursement of $4,840.41
• $40 unsolicited general donation from an individual
Notable Expenses
• $280 rent expense not recorded in October due to an accountant administrative oversight. It will
be reflected in November’s expenses
• Under “Dues, Fees and Subscriptions,” $13 for an ownership report for 1349 Midway Parkway
and $50 membership dues for the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits
• Under Innovation Fund’s “Food/Beverage/Events” line, $350 for the October 27 storytelling
bonfire community event hosted by the Neighborhood Relations committee
Other Items
• Cash on hand at the end of September was $34,574. Cash on hand at the end of October was
$40,463
• Assembling receipts for reimbursement from the CRWD Partnership Grant
• At our December 17 board meeting, I anticipate an action item to allocate our remaining 2019
revenue
B. Board Chair and Officer’s Report (Melissa Liu)
We have a volunteer from Great River School. We never want a young person alone with one
adult, so if board members are available to volunteer, 1:30-3:30 on Wednesday to volunteer. Q:
Could we open the building to the public?
A youth summit is happening on Thursday at Como High School from 5-7.
Action Item: Committee appointment of Juan José Miranda Ruiz to the Land Use committee.
(second, passes)
D. Committee Updates
• Environment (Sara Benzkofer)
Had a presentation on getting closer to zero waste. They are now planning a swap/waste
reduction event. They submitted an application is CRWD to include lake clean up, an alley leaf
sweeping, and partnering with high schools to do water testing, and installing and maintaining
dog waste stations.
• Land use (Maggie Zimmerman)
Onboarded Juan, anticipating his appointment to the committee. The next night was a
community conversation about the Shalom Home rebuild - 35 people showed up. Wanted to
take it out of Land Use to focus on the neighbors that live in that area and focus on their
concerns. Made a list of main concerns, including lighting options, impact of patios on privacy.
Some consensus that people had a preference for the 150 people that had a large parking
variance over the 400+ unit new building. Michael reported that as the city tries to promote
transit-oriented communities - and if you build on high-transit area, there may be no parking
requirement.
Asked residents: ‘What can D10 do?’ Request for us to do better outreach. Postcards? Fliers?
Banner on fence? If our job is to promote community engagement, what are some ways we
could do that? Also, what’s the current parking environment? Do parking counts? Ask the city
how the traffic flow might change. Timeline: they had hoped the variance request would be in by
the end of the year. Land Use wants to make sure they’re doing their due diligence to get
community voices incorporated now, and not when decisions have already been made.
• Neighborhood Relations (Olivia Mulvey Morawiecki)
Guest speaker about rent control from Mitchell Hamline School of Law. Q: What are next steps?
None, mostly informative. Minnesota State Law says only way St. Paul can do rent control is
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through a referendum vote from the people, so there’s no role for D10 to take a position. However, we heard today of other ways the city is working to support renters and tenants.
Safety walk and a map was made and sent to Patty Lammers with SPPD.
Turkey dinner at Como By the Lake has 10 volunteers, so D10 board is not needed.
Yoga is December 1.
Fireside tales with the Wonder Weavers went well. Want to do another one in December at
North Dale Rec Center Winter Wonderland.
E. Staff Report (Michael Kuchta)
Youth Summit is Thursday, Emily has been doing a lot of work on that. County Commissioner
Matas Castillo spoke to Michael about the prospect of a family shelter being set up in Bandana
Square in unused space owned by Minnesota Cameroon Community. We (Land Use) will be a
part of the discussion. Give to the Max, we received $500. Minnesota Council of Nonprofits is
offering a plan for health care, however, organizations need 2 employees. District Councils are
looking to see if they can pool their employees in order to qualify.
F. New Business (Board Members)
Annual neighborhood honor roll. Nominations sent to Michael (currently there are 3). We will
vote at our next meeting.
We anticipate $528 in innovation fund that we will ask to be able to spend into 2020.
VI. Adjourn
Meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm by Melissa by Melissa Liu. (first/second) passes
Respectively submitted by Marika Staloch. These minutes are not official until approved.
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Como Community Council Officers Meeting
Dec. 10, 2019 (Gabe’s)
Present: Melissa Liu, chair; Cody Zwiefelhofer, vice-chair; Marika Staloch, secretary; Mike Ireland,
treasurer; Michael Kuchta, executive director
Events
 Community meeting, Nov. 7. 1554 Midway Parkway. About 35 residents met with Michael
and Land Use chair Maggie Zimmerman at Mount Olive Lutheran Church to discuss the
proposed redevelopment of 1554 Midway Parkway. Details of their concerns will be
included in committee minutes. They also suggested ways in which D10 could better
communicate with more area residents. Michael has obtained a list of roughly 150
addresses in surrounding blocks to use for direct mail as needed.
 Youth Forum, Nov. 21. About 10 high school students from Como, Great River, and Metro
Deaf attended this initial gathering. Discussion was useful, though several students had to
leave before the conclusion. For the next event, Michael and organizer Emily Rodriguez
intend to seek direct commitments from specific clubs, groups and/or faculty members at
each high school to drive participation, and to hold event earlier in the day. Officers suggest
seeking free space, too.
 Thanksgiving meal, Nov. 26. More than 60 residents and family members attended. We
had 10 volunteers from neighborhood and turned others away. Despite estimating low, we
purchased two orders too many on food.
 Community yoga, Dec. 1. Attracted 8 participants.
 Story-Telling at North Dale Winter Wonderland, Dec. 10. Emily is staffing. We contracted
through Compas for storyteller Nothando Zulu.
Community
 Committee updates. Neighborhood Relations did not meet. Environment meets Dec. 11.
Land Use voted not to support variance requests from the property owner of 883 Front for
exterior lighting that exceeds code limits. Board of Zoning Appeals meets on this request
Dec. 16, before our board meets, so Land Use’s recommendation was sent to BZA. Board will
be asked to ratify opposition retroactively.
Communication
 Web site (view progress at https://167d10cc.aeronauticvigilante.com). Work group
submitted two sets of revisions to the developer. One set has been mostly completed.
Uncompleted revisions mostly are text that we could do ourselves. Michael will continue to
follow up, including getting access so we can make our own revisions. Final check has been
cut, but will not be delivered until we have access.
Financials
 End of year expenditures. Group reviewed expenditures to date; about $150 remains
unspent under Innovation Grant; about $2,000 unspent under Engagement grant.
Innovation expenses can carry until April 30, 2020. Engagement expenses must be incurred
in calendar year. Officers will have closed session after this meeting to decide
recommendations; will bring Action Item to full board.
 Budget, work plans for 2020. Cody, Marika, Mike and Michael met Dec. 8 to draft 2020
budget. As proposed, draft has deficit of about $1,100. This includes potential new
initiatives such as a more robust annual meeting, Unseen Como, and the swap event
proposed by Neighborhood Relations. Also reflects elimination of COPP funding from city.
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Bylaws forbid approving a deficit budget. Group decided to add line item dedicating $2,100
that was received in donations in 2019, and now are in reserves, to cover additional
expenses if necessary. (Current reserves are about $60,600: $44,600 cash on hand at end of
November, plus $16,000 in accounts receivable from CRWD, Citywide Dropoff, Community
Engagement, and Innovation grants.)
Revised proposal will be brought to board Dec. 17.
Communications planning. District 6 is engaging Grayhall, which led its strategic planning,
for additional work on communications, branding and marketing. Total cost is $3,500. They
have asked if D10 is willing to participate. Officers believe we can afford up to six people at
$100/head, potentially to come out of training budget or end of year expenditures. Michael
will follow through with D6.
Additional discussion: if we participate, we need to be willing to follow through on such
potential outcomes as a new logo, more extensive social media presence, building
promotional content to reach multiple audiences, and needing additional participants to
develop content that will be centrally curated. Initial goal: Michael and Emily (both have
communications degrees), two officers or committee chairs, two other board members,
preferably members who are not terming out in April.
CRWD Partner Grant. No word on our application.
Other. Michael will add “donate” button to weekly newsletter. Mike will get paperwork
from bank to add Cody as authorized signer, and will gain online access to bank statements.

Organizational Business
 Board Meeting, Dec. 17. No presentation. Action items will include 2020 budget, end-ofyear expenditures, Neighborhood Honor Roll, and 883 Front lighting variances
(retroactive). There will be a closed session.
 Future presentations. Como Zoo and Conservatory may be ready in January to present
financial and survey results about potential paid parking.
 Projects for Helena Grilliot (student intern). Helena currently is working on developing
list of businesses in D10. Future projects could include assisting Emily in organizing next
Youth Summit, and eliminating duplicates from our volunteer list.
 Bylaws language revision on committee membership. Mike will draft. Goal is to have it
ready to announce in February and vote in March.
 Redefining the annual meeting. At the very least, we need more space. Once we have
people present to vote, it makes sense to connect and engage them in additional ways, and
do more to promote our accomplishments and activities. Mike visited Hamline Midway
Coalition event, but it was more of an open house than a meeting. It did include elected
officials and children’s activities. He recommends that any event we create be more
structured and welcoming. Officers will continue working on a vision to present to full
board.
First task is to find a larger venue. Michael talked with Lancer management about using
Lakeside Pavilion space. They might not be open in April, but they do intend to hold another
“neighborhood open house,” so it is possible two events could coincide. Other potential
sites: Zoo and Conservatory Visitors Center, cafeteria at Humphrey Job Corps Center, new
event center in Bandana Square if it is ready, rec centers, open spaces at schools, local
church space.
Also, discussed having Neighborhood Relations rebrand Ice Cream Social as a community
celebration to make it more attractive to wider range of residents.
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Staff Report
 Duke’s. Neighbors have been vigilant in reporting to our office and to DSI perceived
violations of the business conditions for the repair and towing service at 977 Front. DSI
found 2 violations, which were corrected. Michael met with manager and DSI personnel Dec.
4 to review conditions and clear up gray areas. Neighbors did not want to participate in the
meeting. Staff and Land Use continue to monitor.
 Family shelter at Bandana Square. Michael met Dec. 4 with County Commissioner
MatasCastillo, representatives of Interfaith Action, and representatives of the Minnesota
Cameroon Community, who own 55,000 square feet of space in Bandana Square behind the
Best Western. They are investigating opening a family shelter and day program in the space,
which is a former medical clinic and has roughly 70 private rooms. They hope to be far
enough in the planning to present to Land Use in January.
 2020 Drop-Off at State Fairgrounds. City has confirmed June 6 as the date.
 Safety flags. All sites have been restocked.
 District Council Coordinator. Michael was not hired for this city job.
 Vacation. Michael will be on vacation Dec. 26-Jan. 3.
Other Business
 Onboarding. A few newer members expressed interest in a more in-depth orientation.
Michael will try to find a date that works. He and Melissa will discuss content.
 Values meeting. Michael will ask Jill to send a Doodle poll to seek a date in January.
 End-of-year expenditures. Officers went into closed session to discuss.
Next meeting: January 9, 2020.
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District 10 Environmental Committee Meeting Minutes
December 11, 2019, 7 p.m. at the Historic Streetcar Station
Present: Sara Benzkofer, Michael Kuchta, Amanda Rohrer, Jennifer Victor-Larsen, Alison
Goetzman, Corey Plath, Gordy Wrobel, Amanda Jarrett Smith, Julie Wegscheid, Mike Ireland
STANDARD ITEMS




Welcome and Introductions
Agenda – no amendments were made
Brief board meeting review

PRESENTATION
Clean Cars Minnesota & Pathways to Decarbonizing Transportation Report
Amanda Jarrett Smith, from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, gave an informational
presentation about this report.
 Highlights: This initiative aims to reduce greenhouse gases from transportation,
including a model for 80% reduction by 2050. Private and commercial vehicles
significantly contribute to greenhouse gases; proposals for reducing emissions include
increasing availability of electric and improved biofuel vehicles. MNDOT provided
recommendations including the creation of an Advisory Council and regional
collaboration, funding a pilot program, analyzing emissions on transportation projects,
promoting biofuels and building electric vehicle infrastructure. Public meetings were
held and there was an initial request for comment period ending December 6th. The
next step is to publish a Notice to Adopt New Rules with draft language which will be
followed by another comment period Spring 2020.
 Full slides of this presentation are available; request them from D10 office.
 Additional information is at MN.gov/cleancars
 To be notified about upcoming meetings and opportunities for public input:
www.pca.state.mn.us/air/clean-cars-mn-rulemaking
INITIATIVES AND UPDATES
Read Brave on Climate Change (Sara Benzkofer). There was a discussion about
how we might support the Read Brave program happening through the St. Paul Public
Library in early 2020. Suggestions included sharing the SPPL information in the
newsletter, providing space for a book discussion, hosting a book club, and reading
one of the books to children. No action was taken.
Adopt a Drain Challenge Results Recognition (Mike Ireland) Tabled. Mike was not
able to make contact and discuss suggestions for cross-district recognition. There was
interest in keeping the challenge going within D10.
Lack of Trash Bins Around the Lake (Mike Ireland) – There was a missing trash bin
on the East side of the lake. The city was contacted and it has been replaced.

Ramsey County Survey on Food Scraps Collection (Sara Benzkofer) There was
some discussion about the survey and food scraps collection. Questions were raised
about separate collection in Minneapolis vs proposed co-mingling in St. Paul, the
status of the 24/7 collection and other sites if curbside becomes available. The survey
is short with about 9 questions and people we encouraged to participate.
The survey is available: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F9ZFXGR
Lawns to Legumes Application (Sara Benzkofer) Sara mentioned the following
resource for assistance with converting residential landscapes.
o https://bluethumb.org/apply-for-lawns-to-legumes-assistance/
UPCOMING EVENTS




D10 Board Meeting, Tuesday, December 17, 7 p.m., Streetcar Station
St. Paul’s Neighborhood Honor Roll Nominations Due Dec. 12. Nominate here.
Next Committee Meeting Time: January 8 at 7 p.m. at the Streetcar Station

ADJOURNMENT

12/12/2019

Pathways to decarbonizing transportation and
adopting clean car standards
Amanda Jarrett Smith | Climate and Energy Policy Coordinator
Environment Committee, Como Community Council
December 11, 2019

Pathways to Decarbonizing Transportation in Minnesota
December 2019
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2
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Pathways to Decarbonizing Transportation
Emission changes
by sector,
2005‐2016

+0.94M
+11%
‐3.31M
‐8%
December 2019

‐16.41M
‐29%

‐4.52M
‐12%

+0.1M
+1%

‐0.13M
‐6%

+2.99M
+17%
December 2019

10
3

3

4
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Surface Transportation

Emissions Reduction Scenarios
Total Surface Transportation Emissions by Scenario

December 2019

5

5

December 2019

6

6
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Minnesota Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Measures in Transportation,
80x50 Scenario

Actions to reduce emissions in transportation

Start ramping up sales of electric vehicles
in light, medium, and heavy duty vehicles

Reduce urban miles traveled by 6% (relative to reference)
30% sales of hybrid vehicles in medium and heavy duty
40% electric vehicle sales in light duty
750,000 electric passenger vehicles on the road
50% electric bus sales
Reduce urban miles
traveled by 10%

20% blend of low‐carbon
biofuels in gasoline and diesel

80% electric vehicle
sales in light duty

100% of new vehicles sold use low global
warming potential refrigerants

55% blend of low‐carbon biofuels in gasoline and diesel
90% zero‐carbon electricity
December 2019
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December 2019
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Pathways to transportation decarbonization

Minnesotans calling for action

80% emission reduction by 2050 scenario

Clean transportation future
Very strong support for:

GHG emissions standards
Reduced vehicle miles traveled

Input locations

• Require car makers to offer more fuel
efficient vehicles in MN

Light‐duty electric vehicles
Medium‐duty electric and hybrid vehicles

Bemidji
Duluth
Marshall
Minneapolis
Multiple
Online
Rochester

• Fund EV and biofuel infrastructure

Heavy‐duty electric and hybrid vehicles

• Fund EV incentives

Biofuels
Mobile refrigerants

• Require multimodal options in
community design

Next Generation Energy Act GHG emissions goals

10 public meetings and online survey
November, 2019

9

9

December 2019

1,500 comments and meeting attendees

10
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Recommendations

Actions
Promote Biofuels to Reduce GHG Emissions and
Support Rural Minnesota

Find Integrated Solutions
• Sustainable Transportation Advisory Council (STAC)
• Regional Collaboration on EV Corridors

• Strengthen petroleum replacement goals

Fund EV Infrastructure

• Expand biofuel infrastructure

• Clean Transportation Funding
Pilot Program

• Higher biodiesel blends and renewable diesel
• Reduce the carbon impact of biofuels

Provide More Transportation Options on Projects

Build an EV Market and Provide More EV Options

• Analyze GHG emissions on transportation projects

Provide EV Incentives

• Adopt the Clean Car Standards

I‐94 near Albertville

• MnPass Incentive
December 2019

11

December 2019
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Star Tribune, Sept 16, 2019

12

12
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What is Clean Cars Minnesota?
Two standards for passenger
vehicles:
• Low‐Emission Vehicle (LEV)
standard
• Zero‐Emission Vehicle (ZEV)
standard

To address two major
challenges: climate change and
air pollution.
December 2019

Clean Cars Minnesota

December 2019
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GHG emissions from surface transportation

Challenge #1: Climate change

Mobile A/C, 4%

Historical surface transportation greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
Business as usual

Motorcycles, 1%

Heavy‐duty trucks, 20%

Buses, 1%

Passenger vehicles (cars,
pickups, SUVs), 74%

November, 2019

15

Source: MPCA GHG emission inventory, 2016

November, 2019

15

16

16

Why these standards?

Challenge #2: Air pollution from vehicles affects human health

Adopted LEV standards

Follows federal standards

Clean Air Act allows
states to do more
than the federal
government requires,
but all states must
adopt the same
alternative standards.

November, 2019

17

17

December 2019

18

18
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Low‐Emission Vehicle (LEV) standard

Why we should adopt the LEV standard now

The LEV standard is a tailpipe emissions standard for auto
manufacturers.

Current federal standard is
the same as the LEV
standard, and we want to
ensure Minnesotans continue
to have access to the cleanest
cars available.

• Applies to GHGs and other harmful air pollutants.
• Tailored to the size of the vehicle.
• Does not apply to heavy‐duty trucks or off‐road equipment.
• Does not put requirements on individuals
• Does not require emissions testing
December 2019

19

19

December 2019

20

20

Zero‐Emission Vehicle (ZEV) standard

EV fast‐charging infrastructure
across Minnesota

The ZEV standard requires manufacturers to deliver more
vehicles with ultra‐low or zero tailpipe emissions for sale in
Minnesota.

Existing/funded corridor

• More electric vehicle (EV) and plug‐in hybrid models available here.

Proposed corridor

• Does not require anyone to purchase an EV.
• Already adopted by 11 states.

December 2019

21

21

December 2019

22
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When would the standards start?

Rulemaking process
• Proposing under MPCA’s
statutory authority to regulate
air pollution (Minn. Stat. 116.07)

Clean Air Act requires two
model years between
adoption and
implementation.

• Process involves:
• Opportunities for public input
• Analysis of need and
reasonableness

• Administrative Law Judge must
approve the rule before the
agency can adopt it.
December 2019

23

23

November, 2019

24

24
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What we’ve heard so far

Timeline

Request for comment
and public meetings
(Oct. 7 – Dec. 6, 2019)

Notice of intent
to adopt rules
(Winter 2020)

Draft rule and
regulatory analysis

Comment
period and
public meetings

Hearings
(Spring 2020)

Administrative
processes and
reviews

MPCA revises
rules and analysis
and responds to
comments

Final rule
published
(Goal: Dec. 2020)

11/15/19

25

November, 2019

25

26

26

Clean Cars Minnesota is part of the solution

Benefits for Minnesotans
1. Minnesotans will continue to
have access to cleaner cars,
trucks, and SUVs in the future.

We need action
across many
areas and by
many groups.

December 2019

2. More choices for consumers.
3. Reduce air pollution.
4. Important step towards
achieving our GHG reduction
goals
27

December 2019

27

28

28

What questions and input do you have?

Thank you

Web: mn.gov/cleancars
Email: cleancarsmn.pca@state.mn.us

Amanda Jarrett Smith

Pathways report: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/sustainability/pathways.html

amanda.smith@state.mn.us
651‐757‐2486

December 2019

29

December 2019

29

30

30

5

12/12/2019

December 2019

Source: https://autoalliance.org/economy/consumer‐choice/

31

31

December 2019

32

32

GHG emissions from surface transportation

Challenge #1: Climate change

Mobile A/C, 4%

Historical surface transportation greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
Business as usual

Heavy‐duty trucks, 20%

Motorcycles, 1%
Buses, 1%

Passenger vehicles (cars,
pickups, SUVs), 74%

December 2019

December 2019

33

33

Source: MPCA GHG emission inventory, 2016

34

34

Myth busting

Challenge #2: Air pollution from vehicles affects human health

• You don’t have to give up your current vehicle or buy a new car.
• Residents aren’t required to do anything: the requirements pertain
to auto manufacturers only.
• No emissions inspections.
• Does not require Minnesotans to purchase an electric vehicle (EV).
• Minnesotans will still be able to purchase pickup trucks and SUVs.

December 2019

35

35

December 2019

36

36
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Adopting clean car standards

Our mission

• Section 209 of the federal Clean Air
Act (CAA) allows California to set its
own vehicle emission standards
• CAA section 177 gives states the
right to adopt CA’s standards – if
they do so exactly

Protect and improve the environment and
human health.

December 2019

• Our goal is to adopt the Clean Cars
Minnesota rule by the end of 2020.
• Regulation would go into effect in
2023, for model year 2024.

• Minnesota statute 116.07 directs
MPCA to adopt rules and standards
controlling air pollution

37

37

December 2019

38

38

Why we need the LEV standard

LEV standard

1. The federal government has proposed rollbacks of existing
GHG emissions standards under the SAFE Rule.

The LEV standard is nothing new:
• The LEV standard is the same as the current federal standard.

• The proposed changes would set us back.

• Passenger vehicles sold across the U.S. already meet this standard.

• Auto manufacturers have made clear that they do not support
the extent of the proposed rollback.

• Already adopted by 14 states and the District of Columbia
• One‐third of the U.S. auto market, and growing

2. Improving standards over time ensures Minnesota will
continue to see emissions reductions in the future.
December 2019

• New Mexico will also adopt in 2020

39

39

December 2019
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Rulemaking and public input

States taking action

We are here.

Request for Comment open
October 7 ‐ December 6, 2019.

December 2019
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December 2019
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Land Use Committee – District 10 Como Community Council – 12/4/2019
Minutes recorded and respectfully submitted by Rebecca Calvo

1. Call to order: 7:01pm
Present: Maggie Zimmerman (Chair), Annie Huidekoper, Rebecca Calvo, Michael Kuchta,
and 10 community members.
2. Amend/Adopt Agenda:
a. No amendments are proposed
b. Motion to approve agenda by Annie Huidekoper, seconded by Rebecca Calvo
c. Motion passes and agenda is adopted
3. Reminders on Land Use Voting Procedures and Land Use Subcommittee Membership
4. New Business:
a. 883 Front Ave. Lighting Code variance requests
i. Jennefer Klennert (JK), property owner, is recognized by the Chair.
1. JK appears before the Land Use committee in advance of a
December 16 hearing with the Board of Zoning Appeals to address
the lighting variances. She is seeking D10 support for variances to the
brightness and shielding requirements under code, which would allow
the lights to remain as they are currently installed.
2. JK lives at property, intends to use as combined retail/commercial and
residential property (apartment in back, retail in front). Also owns 875
Front Ave. and half of 869 Front Ave.
3. JK reports concerns about illegal business being conducted in alley
(reported to police and documented) and other nuisance crimes,
including theft of items from the property. She has installed cameras
on the property and 5-6 security lights on both the Milton Ave. and
alley sides of the property.
4. The lights as they are currently installed are too bright and are not
shielded, in violation of city lighting code. Specifically, the brightness
of the existing lighting was measured at up to 153.7 footcandles,
requiring a variance of 150.7 footcandles.
5. Relevant parts of the St. Paul lighting code:
1) All outdoor lighting in all use districts, including off-street parking facilities to be
shielded to reduce glare and to be so arranged as to reflect lights away from all
adjacent residential districts or adjacent residences in such a way as not to exceed
three (3) footcandles measured at the residence district boundary;
2) Lighting in all districts used for the external illumination of buildings shall be placed
and shielded so as not to interfere with the vision of persons on adjacent highways
or adjacent property.

ii. Motion to support the request for a variance to the lighting brightness
code for 883 Front Ave. made by the Chair. Seconded by Rebecca Calvo.
The floor is opened for discussion of the motion.
iii. The Chair recognizes Chris, a neighbor who lives near 883 Front Ave.
1. Two additional neighbors were present with Chris and supported his
statement to the Committee.
2. The lights are excessively bright – more than 50 times what the
ordinance requires. The lights shine into homes and yards of
neighbors, across Milton Ave. and across the alley and parking lot.
Lights distract drivers on Front Ave. The lights malfunctioned for a
time and the strobing effect significantly bothered neighbors.
iv. JK explained that she hired a contractor to purchase and install the lights who
was unaware of the city code on light brightness and shielding.
v. The Chair calls a vote on the motion to support the request for a variance to
the lighting brightness code for 883 Front Ave.
vi. Motion is defeated.
vii. Motion to support the request for a variance to the lighting shielding
and shading code for 883 Front Ave. made by the Chair. Seconded by
Annie Huidekoper. The floor is opened for discussion of the motion.
viii. JK explains that there is currently no shielding or shading on the lights, which
are angled approximately 30-45 degrees on the Milton Ave. side of the
property, which has a zero-lot line with the street.
ix. Neighbors reiterate their objections to the angle and brightness of the lights.
They want the property owner to install shielded lights that meet city code on
brightness -- first to see how effective they are -- then would be willing to
compromise on lights that require variance to code on brightness and
shielding in the interest of the safety of the neighborhood.
x. The Chair calls a vote on the motion to support the request for a variance to
the lighting shielding and shading code for 883 Front Ave.
xi. Motion is defeated.
b. The Chair closes the floor to New Business.
5. Ongoing Business & Reports
a. Duke’s Auto license condition compliance
i. The Chair recognizes District 10 executive director Michael Kuchta (MK) for
an update.
ii. MK explains that Heather Linehan has been corresponding regularly on
behalf of 3-4 District 10 neighbors
iii. Neighbors have alleged several violations of license conditions, including
tires being stored outside, visible trash outdoors (not being kept in an
enclosed container), snow being plowed onto Chatsworth St., vehicles parked
on the property for longer than 10 days, vehicles parked on the property but
not in a designated parking spot, vehicles parked in the alley, vehicles parked
on Chatsworth, and work being done outside of repair bays.

iv. DSI inspected the property Nov. 15 and cited violations for trash and vehicles
being parked in excess of 10 days. A re-inspection found that violations were
corrected and the business is in compliance.
v. Neighbors have also raised other concerns, including tow trucks idling
outside the business for extended periods, tow trucks delivering vehicles at
hours when the business is not open, individuals congregating on the
property, signs advertising a variety of services, and questions about whether
any work actually is being done on site and what types of work are being
done (some would be forbidden under existing license conditions).
vi. MK met with representatives from Department of Safety and Inspections and
Duke’s manager on Dec. 4. On many of the issues raised by neighbors, DSI
officials say they need to determine if a business is making "valid and
concerted attempts to comply" with their license conditions. Sometimes,
inspectors will have to make a judgment of what is reasonable vs.
unreasonable, and decisions may be case-by-case or based on
circumstances. Often it would depend on how long something is taking place.
Based on these criteria, some complaints are a gray area, some will be
investigated, and some will be dismissed.
vii. Duke’s was urged to contact Public Works to determine if there are
arrangements that can be made for depositing snow on nearby boulevards.
DSI is also following up on sign requirements.
b. Bandana Square proposed family shelter
i. MK met on Dec. 4 with representatives from Ramsey County, Interfaith
Action, and Minnesota Cameroon Community, which owns the space in
Bandana Square behind the Best Western Motel. They are exploring the
possibility of opening a family shelter and day program in part of the
Cameroon Community space.
ii. The proposed space has 55,000 square feet; it is a former Health Partners
medical clinic, with more than 70 private rooms with sinks, public bathrooms,
and other public space that can be modified. The belief is that the 70 former
exam rooms could be easily converted and / or connected as dormitory-style
rooms; a typical room is roughly 10x12. Other space could be used for meals,
services, etc.
iii. Ramsey County currently does not have a permanent shelter for homeless
families; instead, Interfaith Action houses 40 families a night in a rotating
group of congregations. Families must move to a different congregation every
30 days. The property proposed for the shelter is zoned B3; if shelter is
defined as “emergency housing facility,” it would require a conditional use
permit and perhaps other variances; if shelter is defined as “overnight
shelter,” it is not allowed in B3 and likely would require rezoning to make it
happen
iv. Idea is still in the exploratory stage for finances, logistics, operations, etc., but
they hope to have enough details in place to present at the January Land Use
meeting.
v. The Chair recognizes a neighbor, Corey, who has the question:
1. Is the Minnesota Cameroon Community organization publicly or
privately owned?

2. The Chair recognizes MK, who answers that he is not sure about the
organization’s finances, but that he is aware that the Atrium space is
privately owned and has commercial businesses that operate there.
c. 1554 Midway Parkway
i. MK says there is no update to report from Chuck Repke (CR) on the planned
development project. CR says plans are still waiting for feedback from city
staff. He is expecting an update in January 2020 and will bring these updates
to the Land Use Committee.
ii. A Conversation with Neighbors took place on November 7.
1. 35 neighbors in attendance.
2. Neighbors want better publicity on planned development project. MK
obtained list of addresses in immediate area surrounding 1554
Midway Parkway; could be used to distribute a postcard/mailing to
inform neighbors.
3. Neighbors want parking counts to be done pre-site plan in order to
anticipate impact of development on parking situation in
neighborhood.
4. Neighbors would like to see the ‘finalized’ site plan in advance of its
submission to the City.
5. The Chair recognizes a neighbor in attendance, Dolores, who reports
that the new owner of 1554 Midway has been doing an excellent job
keeping the sidewalks on property clear of snow and ice.
d. 1290 Snelling Ave./end of Canfield Ave. street vacation request
i. MK reports that the street vacation petition remains an open file, awaiting
official responses from Public Works (at least 5 divisions need to weigh in)
and also for 3-4 utility easements to be worked out. Initial indications are that
Public Works will oppose vacating the street. An official explanation will be
drafted once all responses are received.
ii. A public hearing is not yet scheduled.
iii. Chuck Repke, of 1554 Midway Parkway, sent an email on the subject. It
reads, in part: “… we will be supportive of whatever the neighbors and the
District Council would like to see happen at the end of the road. From what I
have heard from the nearby neighbors giving off the rights of our 1/2 of the
street to Mr. Turner seems pretty low on the neighbors’ rankings of what
would be best for them. Mostly, what I have heard from the nearby neighbors
is that they don't want the street vacated…. If the street is to be vacated and
the neighbors have no great desire to give our half of the street to Mr. Turner,
then we could definitely use the land to be reconfigured for additional offstreet parking. As you know we are going to be considerably short on
parking and will be asking for a parking variance…. Without the neighbors
asking us to give up the land, it makes absolutely no sense for us to do
that. So, to be clear, we have no interest in negotiating away our rights to the
street without a direct request from the neighborhood.”
e. Dog Park

i. The ad hoc working group that had been tasked with exploring the possibility
of adding a Dog Park to Como Regional Park is no longer active; it lacks a
leader.
ii. The working group identified an area suitable for a pilot dog park and had
been talking to the Parks & Recreation department about installing temporary
fencing and strategies for determining the impact of the pilot dog park on
parking, wildlife, etc.
iii. Any dog park would require approval of the Metropolitan Council; a dog park
is not currently included in the park’s Comprehensive Plan and D10 would
need to advocate for a change to this plan in order to secure funding and city
support for the project.
iv. The area identified by the working group for the location of a pilot dog park is
approximately located along the former tree nursery site on the eastern side
of Hamline Ave. south of Como Ave. and north of the City Forestry building.
f.

Traffic, Parking, and Roads
i. Como by the Lake
1. Crosswalk: MK reports that traffic engineer Randy Newton will discuss
with staff. Challenges to overcome: lack of infrastructure, including
ADA ramps; probably need pedestrian and transit use counts.
2. No parking zone on Como is expanded, but sign that begins “no
parking zone” is in wrong place. MK is working with Randy Newton to
have this corrected.
3. The erroneous Stop Sign has been removed. (Hooray!)
ii. The Chair recognizes a neighbor, Corey, who has the question:
1. Did the new stop sign on Van Slyke and Como go through all the
proper channels?
2. MK says a request for the stop sign did not come through District 10.

g. Local Licensing updates
MK reports:
i. Café 99: DSI is moving to suspend the restaurant’s “malt on sale” alcohol
license unless the owner pays delinquent license fees and penalties by Dec.
6. Issue would come before City Council on Dec. 11. [NOTE: The restaurant
has since closed.]
ii. Carter’s BP: The gas station license for the business at Como and Dale is up
for renewal on Dec. 29. Anyone who has concerns should contact the office
of Ward 5 Councilmember Amy Brendmoen.
iii. Ted’s: The liquor license, 2 a.m. closing license, Sunday hours license, and
entertainment license are up for renewal on Jan. 31, 2020. Anyone who has
concerns should contact the office of Ward 5 Councilmember Amy
Brendmoen.
iv. Best Western Plus Como Park Hotel: The liquor license and Sunday hours
license are up for renewal on Jan. 3, 2020. Anyone who has concerns should
contact the office of Ward 4 Council Member Mitra Nelson.

h. Staff Report. MK reports:
i. TCGIS: Received construction permit to pour foundation and install footings.
No timetable yet; were waiting for Xcel to move a utility line before foundation
work can start.
ii. Parking meters in Como Park: Consultants are still compiling survey results
and financial projections. Goal is to have draft summary available in January.
If available, are willing to present either at January board meeting or February
Land Use.
iii. Vacant buildings: 13 properties in D10 currently are registered as vacant:
Sholom Home, 2 duplexes, 10 single-family homes
6. Coming Events
a. Next Board Meeting – December 17th @ 7pm – Streetcar Station
b. January Land Use Meeting – DATE CHANGE
i. Monday, January 6th @ 7pm – Streetcar Station
7. Adjourn: 9:00pm

Community Conversation about 1554 Midway Parkway
Nov. 7, 2019
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
Attendance: 34
Concerns from residents
 Impact of rooftop decks or balconies, including noise, sightlines, privacy
 Location, timing, noise from trash pickup
 Details on where parking and driveway access will be placed; how will those locations impact
traffic and pedestrian safety on adjacent streets?
 Is building design maximizing parking on site?
 Will city remove “no parking” restrictions on north side of Canfield?
 Location of HVAC equipment, including impact on noise, sightlines
 Details on landscaping, design of exterior amenities
 Low-impact lighting in parking lots, adjacent ROW
 Can developers make parking arrangements with State Fair to allow resident parking during
snow emergencies?
 What is impact of increased traffic on safety at Tilden Park? What is necessary to make crossing
near park safer for children and families?
 Details on the bus stop on Snelling – design, Route 84 or A-Line?
 Given lack of grocery store and other amenities in walking distance, will building really attract
car-free tenants as predicted?
 Micro-unit buildings near U of M campus in Minneapolis have vacancies and rent discounts.
Why would this building be able to attract tenants at market-rate rents?
 Some consensus that 150 units is better than 400 units
Tasks for D10 / neighborhood
 Do better outreach to nearby residents, such as postcard mailings, hanging banner on security
fence, full use of social media networks
 Conduct parking counts on nearby streets, or get city to conduct counts. Project impact of street
parking from apartment’s residents and visitors on block-by-block basis
 Have city and/or developer conduct traffic counts and traffic study of nearby streets, including
signal timing on Snelling, traffic flow in neighborhood, and reliable data on how much traffic
from visitors such a development will generate
 Research:
o _ Recent transit-oriented apartment construction/conversion in St. Paul: what kinds of
variances were granted, what are occupancy rates, how many tenants have cars/don’t
have cars
o _ Process to set up residential permit parking district
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Comments from residents who were not at the meeting
Jill Bloss
1340 Arona
jill.bloss@gmail.com
I missed the meeting tonight, but strongly oppose a parking variance. I feel the building should be torn
down and rebuilt such that it can fully accommodate parking needs.
____________
Debi Morgan
debimorgan247@gmail.com
I live across the street from this property. I cannot make it to the meeting on a Thursday as I babysit that
night. I am not happy at all about the parking issues this property will create! I have lived here for 34
years and don’t want my street full of parked cars. I always park in front of my house and will not enjoy
shlepping groceries far to get them in my home. I’ve got bad knees and don’t relish that thought. Also
am concerned these people won’t pay close enough attention to the snow plowing rules. My street is in
bad enough shape in the winter and doesn’t need to be worse. Finally during the fair there is NO
PARKING available on any of these streets! For 12 days! This is a bad plan anyway you look at it! Please
do not grant this variance.....rules are in place for reasons. This would create a nightmare for all of us
who already live here. Thank you. Hopefully you’ll make the right decision on this.
____________
Beth Bedell
1202 California Drive
bbedell@umn.edu
Although it is understood that we are eager to get someone to purchase and develop the Sholom Home
property, allowing for a parking variance would be a great mistake.
Repke's "belief" that the apartments "can be marketed successfully to renters who have chosen not to
have a car, but instead rely on transportation such as the A Line bus that stops outside, ride-sharing,
bicycles, and electric scooters" is nothing more than magical thinking.
An additional 75, or even 35 cars will cause major headaches to an area that already has limited parking
availability. Also, since many of those apartments will house more than one person, the number of cars
could be even greater. Many people who choose to use public transit to get to work or school also own
cars to get them where they need to go on weekends.
If Repke's belief does not become reality, then what? After the property is developed, it's too late to do
anything about it. I urge you to not approve this parking variance.
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