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District 10 Community Council Board Meeting 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 7:00 PM 
Meeting took place via Zoom videoconferencing and by telephone.  

 
I.  Call to order  
 Chair Melissa Liu called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.  
 
II.  Introductions (name and neighborhood) 

Board Present (online): Benjamin Kowalsky-Grahek, Debra Verber, Jenne Nelson, Jennifer 
Victor-Larsen, Maggie Zimmerman, Marika Staloch, Mike Ireland, Rachel Bowers, Rebecca 
Calvo, Sara Benzkofer, Amanda Rohrer, Jill Henricksen, Melissa Liu, Dan Edgerton, Melissa 
Brannon, Sarah Reuter 
Board Absent: Olivia Mulvey Morawiecki, 
Staff Present (online): Michael Kuchta 
Community and Guests Present: Ted Benson, Janet Pope 
 

III.  Review, Amend agenda 
 MOTION: Approve meeting agenda  
 Addition: Action item will be added to Neighborhood Relations.  
 Approve the updated meeting agenda; (first/second) passes  

 
IV.  Community Section 
 A. Community Concerns:  None Stated  
   
V.  Board Business Section 
 
A. Financial Reports (Mike Ireland) 

November Treasurer Update 
 
Notable Revenue 
• Received $5,338.30 from the City for October’s Community Engagement Grant reimbursement 
• Received $275 in unrestricted donations from the annual Give MN drive 
• Received $150 in donations toward our Thanksgiving meals initiative. Combined with October’s 

donations and what has been received in December, the donations totaled $2,315 
• Our reserves, also called our checking account, has a balance of $52,312 as of November 30  
 
Notable Expenses 
• Our annual Workers Comp insurance policy came due; $376 was paid in full. As we are pre-

paying for future coverage, our accounting firm uses accrual method of accounting where the full 
amount is divided by the coverage period and paid monthly for the next 12 months. This is the 
same method used for our umbrella and D/O policies as well  

• Dues, Fees and Subscription expenses totaled $529 and comprised of the previously budgeted 
$384 annual Survey Monkey subscription as well as an additional $145 for a Zoom license and 
subscription as our new virtual meeting platform 

• Our Neighborhood Relations committee spent $344 in groceries for the Booth Brown House’s 
Thanksgiving meal 
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• The Innovation Fund pays for our community organizer, Emily Rodriguez, from January through 
July. For the remainder of the year, these hours are paid through our Community Engagement 
grant. The August through November reporting continued to track this expense on the Innovation 
Fund’s Personnel line. December’s financial reporting will reassign these expenses to the 
Personnel’s Salary and Payroll lines where our executive director’s salary and payroll taxes are 
reported 

 
Estimated Full Year Revenue and Expenses  
• Michael forecasted December’s revenue and expenses that resulted in an estimated full year 

revenue of $79,936 and expenses of $80,090 for a $153 deficit 
 
B. Board and Committee Minutes 

 MOTION: Approve November 2020 meeting minutes (first/second) passes 
 

C. Board Chair and Officer’s Report (Melissa Liu) 
Melissa stated how proud she was about the amount of food distribution we have helped 
facilitate through strong partnerships, first for Thanksgiving, now through the Sanneh 
Foundation, we have been doing weekly Friday meal distribution at the parking lot Buddhist 
Temple on Dale and Front.  
 
The City Council approved a 2021 budget that still has the work of District Councils in it. They 
continue to see the value of the work done as an organization.  
 
We are continuing with strategic vision — the mission, vision, values work is next. Please take 
the surveys that will come out shortly.  
 
There is one action requested from the officers, and that is to adopt the proposed operating 
budget for 2021. There was a question about revenue from reserves, a question about all-in-
recycling funds being in the revenue and the citywide drop-off also being in expenses, a 
question about how we reached the number for fundraising & donations amount, and about 
what the risk is if we approve a budget if 2021 if we do not receive the revenue we assume we 
will get. All questions were answered by Michael Kuchta.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  
Moved: The board adopts the proposed operating budget for 2021 (second)  Motion passes 
 

D. Committee Updates 
A. Environment (Jennifer Victor-Larsen, Mike Ireland) 

The committee discussed whether the swap can happen again in 2021, and realized that fall is a better 
time to plan for it (it was planned in spring in 2020.) They also talked and brainstormed about the 
budget and work plan:  
• Looking into raised beds on Front and Jameson. Hazardous material is buried, so can’t be 

disturbed. It’s got great light and is visible. This may be a good use of funds.  
• Looking into moving the compost site.  
• Applied for CRWD grant to fund lake clean-up and adopt a portion of the park.  
• Education about water quality and how to treat ice and snow on walkways, leaf removal, proper 

composting.  
• The tree trek and replacement of missing plaques.  
• Pollinator tour.  
• Participating in an equity walk.  
One action requested: Promoted the seed library cyber seed crawl coming up in early 2021. Dawn 
Lamm is asking for endorsement and use of logo — it’s not a financial endorsement.  
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ACTION REQUESTED: 
Moved: Como Community Council endorse and publicize the Como Community Seed Library’s 
Cyber Seed Crawl events scheduled for Jan. 16, 2021 and Feb. 20, 2021. (motion passes) 

 
B. Land Use (Maggie Zimmerman) 

 
Met Dec. 2, 2020. Working with new businesses at Front and Chatsworth (Duke’s) and neighbors’ 
concerns with parking, trash, plowing, etc.  Trying to establish neighborly expectations and 
relationships with business and neighborhoods. Hoping transition of management will spur change.  
 
Also discussed 2021 workplan and budget, long-term initiatives to keep on radar. 2020 muted 
conversation about parking impacts on the neighborhood as the State Fair and other large events were 
canceled. Como Lake Drive is continuing to bring a conversation about green spaces and access to our 
green spaces. May want to continue assessing vacant homes, contacting owners, and look into getting 
them back to circulation. We have only about 15 vacant buildings, but those empty homes could be 
filled with people.  
 
Bethesda Hospital being leased by Ramsey County to house people experiencing homelessness came 
up in conversation. Due to the fact that we are a neighborhood who is housing unhoused populations 
(in Bandana Square), Land Use felt we were in a position to support the fact that it hasn’t negatively 
impacted our neighborhood. The letter didn’t get sent as it was a tight turnaround. It was suggested by 
Mike Ireland to have it come from the whole board. The letter will be going to the Capitol Area 
Architectural and Planning Board, which is taking a position tomorrow afternoon (December 15) on the 
lease.  
 
Friendly amendment to change the motion to come from the District 10 Como Community Council 
instead of the Land Use Committee. By voting on this we authorize Michael or Maggie to draft an email 
tonight to send in time. Rebecca shared the link about the CAAPB meeting tomorrow.   
 

Motion: Move that the District 10 Como Community Council supports Ramsey County's 
proposal to immediately use Bethesda Hospital to provide housing for unhoused populations of 
St Paul. (motion passes) 

 
C. Neighborhood Relations (Sarah Reuter) 

 
Wrapped up Thanksgiving and food drive efforts. Talked about money left over, and have an action 
item.  
 

ACTION REQUESTED:    
Moved: Como Community Council allocate the $190.29 remaining in Thanksgiving meal 
donations from community members to the North End South Como Block Nurse Program to use 
for December holiday meal delivery to local seniors.  
(first/second) Motion Passes 

 
Sanneh Foundation food drive is going smoothly. Holiday decoration event is live on the website.  
 
Anti-Racism work group: 
Luis Periera of city’s Department of Planning and Economic Development spoke to the group about 
what department is working on. One zoning change would increase density to allow more 2-4 unit 
homes in single-family residential neighborhoods. There is an opportunity to look at updating our 
neighborhood plan now, perhaps with college interns. We could have conversations about density and 
community housing with an equity lens. The Anti-Racism work group meetings are the last 
Wednesdays of the month, 7-8:30 pm; it is an open workgroup to anyone who is interested in joining.  
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E. Staff Report (Michael Kuchta) 
 
Please email language suggestions for the Bethesda email by tomorrow morning.  
We have officially filed for reimbursement for the all-in grant. CRWD paperwork is all compiled and 
ready to be sent tomorrow. Parks and Recreation commission votes this Thursday recommending the 
city signs a new 5-year lease with Blackhawks Soccer for Orchard Park.  
 
Sanneh Foundation is giving a stipend to D10 for hosting the Friday food events, $200/event; this is 
additional revenue that was not anticipated.  
 
F. New Business (Board Members) 
 
Every year the board gathers feedback for Michael as our Executive Director. Please take the survey 
when Melissa sends this out.  
 
VI. Adjourn  
 
 Motion to adjourn at 8:29 pm by Melissa Liu. (first/second) passes 
 
Respectively submitted by Marika Staloch. These minutes are not official until approved. 



                 Action Item         
 
DATE:  
Dec. 15, 2020 
 
FROM:  
Officers 
 
ITEM:  
2021 Budget 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:    
Moved: The board adopts the proposed operating budget for 2021 
 
BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:   
The Bylaws (Article XI) set the calendar year as the fiscal year. The attached spreadsheet and 
notes explain anticipated revenues and expenses. The board is not allowed to approve a budget 
that projects a deficit. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION:  
Staff and committees will carry out activities and initiatives within budget parameters. Activities 
anticipated in the budget will not require additional board approval. Financial reports will be 
given monthly to the board. 
 
ISSUES UNRESOLVED OR YET TO BE DETERMINED:  
Additional grant revenue the organization receives from Capitol Region Watershed District or 
other sources will cover activities outlined in the grant proposal(s).  
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Action Item 
 

DATE: Dec. 15, 2020 
 
FROM: Environment 

 
ITEM: Como Community Seed Library Cyber Seed Crawl 

 
ACTION REQUESTED:  
Moved: Como Community Council endorse and publicize the Como Community Seed 
Library’s Cyber Seed Crawl events scheduled for Jan. 16, 2021 and Feb. 20, 2021.  

 
BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: Dawn Lamm, lead organizer of the Como Community Seed 
Library, has been a longtime partner with District 10 in environmental activities, seed 
exchanges, and gardening workshops. These events would connect community members who 
want to swap perennial, annual, and vegetable seeds, and allow them to exchange items 
remotely. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION: If approved, the Como Community Seed Library would include District 
10’s endorsement and logo in promoting the event to community members. District 10 would 
publicize the events in its newsletter and social media accounts.  

 
ISSUES UNRESOLVED OR YET TO BE DETERMINED: None. 
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December 16, 2020 
 
To: Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board 
From: Michael Kuchta, Executive Director 
 
The District 10 Como Community Council requests your approval of the required variance and 
conditional-use permit that would allow Ramsey County to use the Bethesda Hospital building as 
transitional housing.  
 
During discussion preceding our unanimous vote Dec. 15, board members noted that the former hospital 
offers a superb opportunity to meet the pressing and unparalleled need for quality indoor living quarters 
for currently unhoused neighbors in our community. The building provides much more potential for 
effective services and amenities than temporary housing spaces typically can offer. It is an opportunity 
that we as a larger community cannot pass up.  
 
We believe it falls on all areas of the city to open and support available and appropriate spaces when there 
is such an urgent need for safe housing. For example, the Best Western Plus Hotel in Como Park has been 
host to as many as 80 of our unhoused neighbors since July. The Booth Brown House in our 
neighborhood provides emergency and transitional housing for 50 teens and young adults. In addition, our 
Community Council has been part of discussions for nearly a year in support of an effort by Ramsey 
County, Interfaith Action, and the Minnesota Cameroon Community to open a family shelter in space the 
Cameroon Community owns in Bandana Square.  
 
Again, we urge your approval of the required variance and conditional-use permit. Thank you.  
 



                 Action Item         
 
DATE:  
Dec. 15, 2020 
 
FROM:  
Olivia Morawiecki, Sarah Reuter 
 
ITEM:  
Holiday Meals for Seniors 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:    
Moved: Como Community Council allocate the $190.29 remaining in Thanksgiving meal 
donations from community members to the North End South Como Block Nurse Program to use 
for December holiday meal delivery to local seniors.  
 
BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:   
In October and November, we solicited donations from community members to pay for 
Thanksgiving meals for neighbors in need. Como residents contributed $2,370, far exceeding our 
projections. We distributed the donations this way:  
 

 PayPal fees: $55.36 
 TST Catering: $1,779.94 (150 meals @ $11 each, plus tax) for 150 meals to seniors 

identified through the North End South Como Block Nurse Program. 
 Booth Brown House: $344.41 (homecooked meal for 50 homeless youth prepared and 

served by Salvation Army volunteers) 
 Total expenditures: $2,179.71 

Unused: $190.29 
 
Delivering holiday meals to seniors in December is in keeping with the intention and spirit of our 
original request for donations. Under a similar arrangement with TST Catering, these unused 
funds would purchase meals for 16 seniors. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION:  
Staff will work with the Block Nurse Program to transfer funds or pay for meals directly.  
 
ISSUES UNRESOLVED OR YET TO BE DETERMINED:  
 
 



 

Next meeting: Tuesday Feb. 9, 5:30 p.m. 

Como Community Council: Officers Meeting 
Jan. 12, 2021 / Zoom 5:30 p.m.  
Present: Melissa Liu, chair; Olivia Morawiecki, vice-chair; Marika Staloch, secretary; Mike Ireland, 
treasurer; Michael Kuchta, executive director.  
 
Events 

 Food distribution: Sanneh Foundation is continuing to make meal boxes available through 
January, so we are continuing to distribute Friday afternoons in the Buddhist Temple 
parking lot at Front and Dale. Because of the weather, we are scheduling shorter shifts in 
January. We have about 9-10 volunteers from the board and the community to distribute on 
site each week.  

 Food distribution: Olivia is working to get an invoice from Molly, the ED of the Block Nurse 
Program, so we can send the remaining $190 that was collected for Thanksgiving meals; the 
remaining money will supplement other money the Block Nurse Program used to provide 
100 meals for seniors at the Christmas holidays.  

 
Community 

 Neighborhood Honor Roll. There are fewer submissions so far this year. Michael will 
create an online ballot for board members to vote; board can decide if they want to choose 
from among new submissions, or whether we should add recommendations from previous 
years.  

 Homeless encampments. Action item will come to the full board about the city’s policy of 
clearing encampments. There are a lot of differing opinions and incomplete information in 
play. Emily is trying to arrange a presentation from Ward 4 council member Mitra Jalali 
wither for the board meeting on Tuesday or at the anti-racism work group meeting on Jan. 
27.  

 
Communication 

 Website (draft site at https://167d10cc.aeronauticvigilante.com). Michael continues to 
seek pro bono assistance through Catchafire. Two candidates are looking at ways to handle 
newsletters and forms; two have backed out; and one more interview is scheduled. 

 
Financials 

 EOY reporting/reimbursements. Final reimbursement requests for 2020 City 
Engagement and Innovation Fund grants will be filed after we receive all the documentation 
we need, which the next batch of checks will take care of. We still are waiting for CRWD 
reimbursement. With all those accounts receivable factored in, the 2020 budget should 
wind up about $382 on the positive side – or $982 if you want to factor in the $600 check 
from Sanneh Foundation. 

 2021 city grants. We have not officially received dollar amounts, but have been told 
nothing changes from last year. Michael’s goal is to draft a 2021 work plan for the grants 
and bring it to the full board in February, then submit the grant paperwork shortly after 
board approval. Application is due in March.  

 
Organizational Business 

 Board Meeting (Jan. 19) 
o Presentation. Councilmember Mitra Jalali (tentative) 
o Action Items. Two from Land Use: Rethinking I-94 and Homeless Encampments.  

 Other Business.  
o Strategic planning. Michael is connecting Jill and the Catchafire professional to 

work out the Mission, Vision, and Values assessment that board members will need 
to fill out.  



 

Next meeting: Tuesday Feb. 9, 5:30 p.m. 

 
Staff Report 

 Community garden. Unlike last year, when it took months to renew our garden lease and 
Snelling and Almond, this one took only a few days. Mike and I have signed what is a five-
year extension. Note: MnDOT has unspecified long-range plans to use that plot of land for 
stormwater retention; if that happens sooner than later, we will have to surrender the 
garden. On the other side of the neighborhood, we will be waiting for the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency’s assessment on whether we can do raised-bed or container 
gardening on the contaminated lot owned by the county at Front and Jameson. 

 
Other Business 

 Braver Angels. Melissa has researched this group, whose goal is to bridge the national 
divide based on how people vote. Organizations like ours can sign up for their “With Malice 
Toward None” initiative. They provide training, including as facilitators, and templates for 
community conversations; training and participation are free. Based on a workshop she 
attended, the process is great at teaching listening skills and how to form questions to have 
constructive conversation. Training looks like two 90-minute sessions (typically on 
weekday afternoon). Perhaps we could test their model initially with board members only. 
Discussion raised concerns that Braver Angels is an overwhelmingly white initiative and 
doesn’t have any roots in racial equity; they don’t understand that because there is so much 
hate in our divide right now, especially toward BLM and communities of color, that asking 
people to come together with the aggressor, and ignoring white supremacy, is not a fair 
conversation. It feels like something is needed to understand others’ perspectives, but 
Braver Angels sounds tone deaf. Any  conversation or facilitator we pursue needs to have a 
foundation in the realities of racial inequity. 
Marika noted library has been working on racial healing circles for staff. It’s messy work. 
Doing something similar in community would require a professional facilitator; we would 
have to find the budget for that. Sunday Series speaker Richard McLemore does leads 
healing circles in Saint Paul; he could be a resource. There is also “non-violent 
communication” to change patterns of communication, and the Conflict Resolution Center.  
Should we do a survey of what board members would prefer? We have learned that if we 
don’t have a clear ask, it eats up a lot of time without progress. At this point, we don’t have a 
consensus on what we are trying to accomplish -- better communication, increase board 
skills in listening or mediation, trying to offer something to the community? In the 
neighborhood, we have the aftermath of the St. Andrew’s/TCGIS rift, local and national 
political rifts, and systemic racism.  
To start, Michael will try to contact Richard McLemore and the CRC for guidance. 

 Staff reviews. Michael is scheduled to do a performance evaluation with Emily on January 
20. Melissa intends to do Michael’s evaluation in February.  

 
 



District 10 Environmental Committee Meeting  
Wednesday, January 13, 2021, 7:00 p.m. Zoom 

 
Attendees: Dawn Lamm, Susan Jane Cheney, Amanda Rohrer (board), Gordon Wrobel, Sara 
Benzkofer (chair), Rachel Bowers (board), Jennifer Victor-Larsen (board), Mike Ireland (board), 
Michael Kuchta (Executive Director) 
 
STANDARD ITEMS  

● Welcome and Introductions  
● Amend/Adopt the Agenda  

 
COMMUNITY SECTION 

● Car-jacking near McMurray Field/compost site on 1/12. Michael will try to get more info 
from police 

● Pedestrian traffic in street.  
○ Neighborhood divided on keeping Como Lake Drive closed; best opportunities to 

discuss this are as part of redoing D10 neighborhood plan and comprehensive 
plan for Como Regional Park. Both should begin in next few years. 

○ Speed limits have been reduced, but are not being enforced 
○ Street redesign policy calls for more sidewalks, but there is no funding or 

implementation plan except when streets are being reconstructed 
● MN350 is looking for shelters for water protectors at Line 3. Let Dawn know if you have 

a shanty, ice house, etc 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

● Capital Region Watershed District Grant  
o Awarded $5000 
o Will cover 4 lake clean-ups, and some form of education (but not full mailings of 

postcards as we proposed) 
o We are waiting for CRWD staff to finalize details of work and deliverables 
o Lake clean-up approved for $2015 for supplies, which is a lot; may be room for 

flexibility to include some “adopt a parcel” projects elsewhere in park. 
● 2021 Work Plan 

o Lake Clean-ups (CRWD) 
▪ Grant gives timeframe of May-October 
▪ May need to be virtual (DYI) at the beginning of summer due to COVID 
▪ Plan for hybrid DYI/Saturday event, especially in May? 
▪ Start planning in March 

o Tree Trek 
▪ Stephanie Mirocha interested in doing it again, suggested early June 
▪ Could plan to set up a livestream or video recording (maybe in advance) 

to make available for self-guided tour 
▪ Last year proved that trek can be done with COVID precautions 
▪ Tags  

● need to do inventory of what is there now 
● Talk to Parks about what trees to tag (add trees?) and how to affix 

tags 
● Stephanie has map of where tags are 

▪ Susan Jane will connect with Stephanie; Michael will connect with Parks 
  



 
o Pollinator Garden Tour 

▪ Timing: July?  
▪ Start planning in March (have a better idea of when other events are 

happening) 
▪ Can do in COVID aware manner 
▪ Explore ideas to increase access/engagement (eg edible gardens, etc.) 
▪ Volunteers to lead? Email Sara 

o Swap 
▪ Plan for fall for COVID purposes 
▪ Jennifer will connect with Dock and Paddle about logistics of holding it 

there 
● Alternative location could be at a church 

▪ Start planning April-May 
o Adopt-a-Park 

▪ Coordinate with CRWD (didn’t ask for money) 
▪ Could do something smaller/more informal this year 

o Discretionary Funds 
▪ $400 

 
● Seed Library Cyber Seed Crawl (Saturday, Jan 16th 8-4, Facebook) 

o 180+ seed types listed so far 
▪ Lots are native and local 

o ~50 confirmed participants, 35 have contributed seeds, 300+ have said they’re 
interested 

o February event focuses on edibles and medicinals 
▪ Share event with networks 

o Will also have info on winter sowing, etc in Jan-Feb 
 

● Clean Cars MN Rulemaking 
o Do we submit comments? 

▪ Can comment both as board and as individuals 
● Draft comments for Feb committee meeting, with goal of Action 

Item for Feb board meeting 
● Give heads up at Jan board meeting about website 

o More information here 
 

● New bronze bee (blue mason) now affixed at Streetcar Station 
 

● MN350  
o Comment period for Xcel’s Integrated Resource Plan extended into February 

 
Adjorn 8:15 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

● Virtual D10 Board Meeting, Tuesday, January 19, 7:00 p.m. 
● Next Committee Meeting Time: Wednesday, February 10, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 



Land Use Committee - District 10 Como Community Council – 1/6/2021 – Minutes 
 

1. Call to order 7:02pm 
Present: Maggie Zimmerman, Debra Verber, Benjamin Kowalski-Grahek, Rebecca Calvo, 
Michael Kuchta (staff), Laura Oyen, Kim Lieberman, David Sorenson, Suzanne Rhees, Rich 
Fundakowski 

 
2. Amend/Adopt Agenda 

Agenda adopted without amendment. Rebecca 
Calvo appointed minute taker. 

 
3. Land Use Voting Procedures Reminders 

 
4. New Business 

a. Banfield Pet Hospital Presentation – David Sorenson 
The owner of 1136 and 1144 Larpenteur Ave. has begun construction that will 

renovate and connect 1144 Larpenteur Ave. and 1136 Larpenteur Ave. Banfield has 
purchased the existing veterinary practice in the 1136 building and, when construction is 
complete, will occupy both buildings. 

The two-story buildings currently do not have equal floor height; renovations will adjust 
the floor height and connect the buildings with an addition that will include an elevator. A new 
storm sewer will be constructed, as storm water currently drains into the sanitary sewer. The 
parking lot has three entrances, and the city has strongly recommended that the entrance 
closest to N. Dunlap St. and Larpenteur be eliminated, as it is too close to the street corner. 
Handicap parking will be expanded, but the total number of parking spaces will remain 
constant. The owner was not aware of the Como Community Council in District 10 and so did 
not share construction plan documents with Michael Kuchta until after the initial Site Plan 
review meeting, which took place on January 5. The Site Plan does not require any variances 
or rezoning. 

A demolition permit has been secured for 1144 Larpenteur Ave., and the plan is to 
have demolition completed by the end of January. In early February, a building permit will be 
obtained once the Site Plan has been approved by the City. Construction of the new 1144 
building will be completed by approximately the end of June. 
Beginning in July, the 1136 building will be renovated. The project is expected to be 
completed by the end of Fall 2021. 

 
Discussion: 
Q: How did the Site Plan review address issues of stormwater management? Will the Capitol 
Region Watershed District require improvements to stormwater management? A: The City will 
need to clarify their expectations for stormwater management, but we understand that since we 
are disturbing less than one acre of land, we will not be required to implement a new plan for 
the management of stormwater. We plan to install new landscaping around the buildings. 

 
b. Rethinking I-94 Support Letter - Take 2 

The October Land Use meeting featured a presentation from the Neighborhoods First 
organization on their effort to enact a Resolution that would advise the MN Department of 
Transportation “Rethinking Interstate 94” project. Their proposals were endorsed by the Land 
Use committee in October.  



In November, the D10 Board voted to assign this item to the Anti-Racism Work Group 
for further discussion and recommendations. In December, a City Council Resolution was 
drafted and shared with the Land Use committee (see below). 

Maggie Zimmerman introduced the motion, which was seconded by Benjamin 
Kowalski-Grahek: 

Moved, that the District 10 Como Community Council supports the Rethinking I- 94 
Resolution, as it is stated in the draft dated 12/17/20. 

Motion passes. 
 

c. Homeless Encampment Evictions – Benjamin Kowalski-Grahek 
Our unhoused neighbors in St. Paul are being forcibly evicted from their 

encampments by the City during a pandemic. We are aware of a number of small homeless 
encampments within the boundaries of District 10 along the railroad tracks on the southern 
side of the neighborhood. 

 
The D10 Neighborhood Relations committee discussed a proposal for a new City 

ordinance that would: 
a) place a moratorium on the enforcement of any illegal camping ordinance 

for the duration of the pandemic, 
b) halt the clearing and disposal of tents and other sheltering materials, 
c) adhere to the statewide eviction moratorium, and 
d) follow best practices as outlined by the National Homeless Law Center 

but the Neighborhood Relations committee did not take any action based on their 
discussion and recommended the issue be forwarded to Land Use. 

 
Benjamin shared his understanding of a conversation with Ramsey County 

Commissioner Trista Matas-Castillo in which she urged that availability of space at existing 
short-term shelters be confirmed prior to the enforcement of illegal camping ordinances. She 
also recognized that unhoused persons have a right to choose not to go into shelters, and that 
not all shelters are acceptable to meet the current need (for example, some shelters only 
accept single women or men, and do not accept families; others have sobriety requirements or 
religious overtones that may not be acceptable to the unhoused). 

The District 10 Como Community Council voted in December to support a 
proposal to use the former Bethesda Hospital complex as a temporary shelter for 
unhoused people. 

 
Discussion: 
Q: Was there a planned action by the Neighborhood Relations committee? 

A: No action was taken by Neighborhood Relations. 
 
Q: Have other City Council members signaled their support of the new ordinance? 
A: Council member Dai Thao (Ward 1) has signaled his support. The D10 Anti-Racism 

Work Group is planning to meet with Council member Mitra Jalali-Nelson (Ward 4), as she 
represents a part of District 10. The position of City Council President Amy Brandemoen (Ward 
5) is not clear. There is a perception of internal division between the City Council and the 
Mayor's office about how to coordinate to provide short-term housing for the unhoused. 

 
It was noted that the Centers for Disease Control recommends not moving unhoused 

persons during the pandemic, due to the likelihood of increasing the transmission of the 
coronavirus and the need for aid organizations to find and assist the unhoused. 

 
Benjamin Kowalski-Grahek introduced the motion, which was seconded by Rebecca 

Calvo: 
Moved, that the District 10 Como Community Council signs onto and affirms the content 

of the letter dated December 30, 2020 to the Mayor and City Council asking for a moratorium 
on the enforcement of illegal camping ordinances until the end of the pandemic. 



Motion passes. 
 
 
The Chair opens the floor to new business from the community. 
The issue of the District Plan (vs. Small Area Plans) was raised in light of the City's 

new Comprehensive Plan that calls for increased housing density. Small Area Plans are 
smaller in scope than the District Plan. The District's Plan states the need to maintain 
“neighborhood character,” which historically has been exclusionary. Michael reported that the 
District Plan is updated every ten years, and that revisions typically take 18-24 months. It 
would be prudent to begin discussions on updates to our District Plan. 

The issue of vacant properties in District 10 was raised. There are currently 15 
properties listed as vacant in our district. Vacant properties are rated 1-3 based on the number 
and types of violations, and must be inspected by the City to determine the required 
remediation for habitability. The Land Use committee plans to investigate ways in which the 
Como Community Council may attempt to restore habitability to these vacant properties. The 
committee believes this work is important given our discussions about the unhoused 
population in the City. 
 
5. Staff Reports – Michael Kuchta 
a. 1554 Midway Parkway 

Owner Jeff Laux says the project is a go. On Dec. 22 he said it’s still a giant step to 
construction but he has never been more optimistic. His team has conducted a “painstaking 
cost analysis,” completed a thorough structural analysis, and says the 10-year pro forma 
shows they can afford to build the project. Crews will be finishing internal demo and other 
internal clean-up so there is a clean shell from which to start building. He anticipates 
delivering the permit pack to the city in February or March. The plan is revised slightly to 
build 148 units. Once they are a bit further along, he will accept committee’s invitation to 
present latest plans. 

 
b. Hmong College Prep 

City Council cleared way for skyway on Dec. 9; construction of new middle school is 
under way. 

 
c. Duke's Car and Towing 

DSI has not responded in any meaningful way to multiple requests for a copy of the 
latest inspection report. All we’ve been told is it was a “relatively new inspector” involved. 
Neighbors continue to file complaints about clear violations of the business’ license 
conditions, primarily about vehicles parked longer than the 10-day maximum, and a pick-up 
truck that parks on Duke’s property, but in a location adjacent to the alley that is not a 
designated parking spot. Michael talked with Duke Jan. 4; he said snowed- in cars will be 
removed this week. He also says some of the vehicles that tow trucks are dropping in his lot 
overnight are really from Justin Pope’s customers, not Duke’s. 
Duke gives a different version of the phone conversation we heard about last month, and 
says he and Justin Pope have “made peace.” 

 
d. 1013 Jameson 

Assuming property owner Ray Moore submitted signed contractor bids by end of 
business Jan. 6, the legislative hearing officer was prepared to recommend that the owner 
receive a 180-day extension to complete the required property rehab to correct 11 code 
deficiencies. Otherwise, the recommendation to City Council on Jan. 13 will be to demolish 
the building by the end of January. The city’s Department of Safety and Inspections has 
declared this vacant building a nuisance. 

 
e. 1204/1208 St. Albans 

Certificate of occupancy inspection for this duplex was rescheduled for Jan. 6. 
  



 
f. 963 East Como Blvd. 

The city considers this as a vacant building, but property owner is challenging paying 
the required fees. At a legislative hearing Jan. 5, owner Michelle Schumacher says the 
building will be torn down in March or April and a new house built on spec. Legislative hearing 
officer gave her a waiver until March 24 to get permits and other paperwork in place. 

 
g. Ted's Recreation 

The entertainment, liquor, Sunday liquor, and 2 a.m. closing licenses for this bar at 
1084 W. Larpenteur are up for renewal on Jan. 31. 
h.    K&L Sales 

The second-hand dealer’s license for this used-car lot at Como and Arona is up for 
renewal on March 29. 

 
i. Half Time Rec 

In November, Michael reported that DSI told us that they could not implement the new 
license conditions we had negotiated with Half Time owner Scott Mars and nearby residents 
because new conditions can be imposed only if the city takes adverse action. Turns out DSI 
is wrong. Hwa Jeong Kim, the legislative aide to City Council President Amy Brendmoen, 
found out through an unrelated case that City Council can impose Class N license conditions 
“with the consent of the license holder,” which is exactly what we have with Half Time Rec. 
We still may need to massage some of the language to make it more legalistic, but Michael is 
working with the Ward 5 office on how to get this scheduled on the City Council agenda. 

 
6. Coming events 

a. Next Board Meeting – January 19th @ 7pm – Virtual 
b. Next Land Use Meeting - February 3rd @ 7pm – Virtual 

 
7. Adjourn 8:45pm 



Action Item

DATE: 
January 6, 2021

FROM: 
Land Use Committee

ITEM: 
Rethinking I-94 City Council Resolution

ACTION REQUESTED: 
Moved: that the District 10 Como Community Council support the “Rethinking I-94” City
Council Resolution, as it is stated in the draft dated 12/17/20.

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:
The Minnesota Department of Transportation is in the midst of a multi-year process to 
develop a new vision for Interstate 94 between downtown Saint Paul and downtown 
Minneapolis (project site: www.dot.state.mn.us/I-94minneapolis-stpaul/index.html). The 
Neighborhoods First organization is leading a coalition urging MnDOT to incorporate 
these principles and commitments into its plan. They have asked the Como Community
Council to endorse these principles and the language of a Resolution that will be 
submitted to City Council (see below):

● The traffic lane added in 2007 should be converted to a MnPASS bus and 
carpool lane, or the shoulder lane should be converted back to shoulder/bus use.
● Add a transit stop for express buses at Snelling Ave.
● Add an eastbound transit station at U of M/Huron Ave.
● Fund land bridges or freeway lids to reconnect communities and restore 
property-tax generating land.
● Make the bridges across the highways accessible and safe and for all users. 
● Make the highway exits and frontage roads safe, inviting and bikeable ∙ Ensure 
right-of-way for a bike connection between the Midtown Greenway and Ayd Mill 
Road.
● Plant native vegetation, including trees and shrubs tall enough to help with 
sound and pollution.
● Add more innovative sound walls and community-friendly lighting.
● Hire contractors who are representative of communities along the corridor. 
● Reduce the negative impact of the Highway 280 interchange by finding a 
solution that does not involve a cloverleaf or flyover structure.
● Include adjacent neighborhoods in any process of designing a new Highway 
280 interchange and connections.

IMPLEMENTATION:
Como Community Council would add our name to the letter in support of the 
Resolution (see attached).
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January 8, 2021 
 
Re: Support for the “RETHINKING I-94” Resolution 
 
Dear Council President Brendmoen and Saint Paul City Councilmembers, 
 

The District 10 Como Community Council is writing to express our strong support for the 
proposed “Rethinking I-94” Resolution (XX), in response to the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) plans for major investment in I-94 between I-35W and I-35E. (Attached) 
 

As the resolution states, urban highways through densely populated neighborhoods are “an 
anomaly of post-WWII planning and have since been recognized as injurious to economic development, 
livability and safety.” Building I-94 destroyed a thriving African-American community in Saint Paul and 
now adds significant carbon greenhouse gas emissions to our community and exposes residents living 
within a half-mile of the freeway to significant deleterious effects of pollution known to result in 
multiple diseases and negative conditions in children and adults. As over 40% of residents in the 
proposed project area are people of color, and a third live below the poverty level, it is critical that 
MnDOT actively works to minimize these negative effects. 
 

We recognize that transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in 
Minnesota, and approximately 31% of all emissions in our City. These emissions are well documented to 
cause disruptive climate effects, including unsafe heat levels and unhealthy air days threatening the 
safety and health, of city residents. These effects, as our Anti-Racism Work Group is now regularly 
discussing, in particular affect our City’s low-income neighborhoods, which include higher populations of 
BIPOC persons.  

 
The Como Community Council’s Work Group, which was formed last year after the killing of 

George Floyd, is discussing the structural and historical reasons for inequities among our City’s 
neighborhoods, including racial covenants, zoning and redlining practices and laws. The Work Group is 
beginning to pursue several avenues to address this difficult history, with several initial reports to the 
Council Board of Directors and several events sponsored and available on District 10’s website. 

 
Therefore, our Council strongly supports provisions in the Resolution calling for increasing 

regional transit ridership, along with biking and walking alternatives as called for in Saint Paul’s Climate 
Action and Resilience Plan, and we strongly oppose any changes that would expand  vehicle capacity 
within the I-94 corridor.  

 
Finally, we also express our strong hope and support for a robust community engagement 

process, specifically including residents and communities most affected by proximity to the I-94 corridor. 
 

Best regards, 

 
 



DRAFT SAINT PAUL “RETHINKING I-94” RESOLUTION 
  
Expressing the City’s Priorities for the MnDOT “Rethinking I-94” Project 
  
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) is planning for a major 
investment in I-94 between I-35W and I-35E in its Rethinking I-94 project; and 
  
WHEREAS, the condition of the roadway has deteriorated to the point where action is required; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, the construction of the Saint Paul portion of I-94 in the 1960s extracted wealth from 
a historic, predominately African-American community through the destruction of businesses, 
homes, places of worship, and other community assets, and physically divided neighborhoods 
all along the corridor; and 
 
WHEREAS, a recent study done by ReConnect Rondo shows that $XXX was taken from the 
Rondo community and  through the taking of residential and commercial properties due to the 
construction of I-94; and 
  
WHEREAS, the residents of neighborhoods adjacent to I-94 in the project corridor, including 
St. Anthony Park, Merriam Park, Snelling-Hamline, Lexington-Hamline, Hamline-Midway, 
Frogtown, Summit-University, Downtown, and Dayton’s Bluff are subject to harmful noise and 
air pollution from the high volume of traffic on I-94; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 2019 study conducted by Dr. Brittany Lewis shows how historically low-wealth 
and under-resourced communities are more likely to face displacement pressures due to large 
developments and public investments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has adopted the small area plan of Frogtown Neighborhood Association’s 
which calls for development without displacement, providing a blueprint for both private and 
public investments to follow and minimize displacement of residents and small businesses; and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Saint Paul has adopted the Saint Paul 2040 Comprehensive Plan, a 
policy framework that prioritizes walking, bicycling, and transit, with goals of increasing equity in 
transportation, reducing carbon emissions, improving human health through better air quality 
and increased active travel, and enabling the safe movement of people, goods, and services 
across the city; and 
  
WHEREAS, transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Minnesota and 
approximately 31% of all emissions in Saint Paul, and the City aims to achieve carbon neutrality 
by 2050; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Saint Paul Climate Action and Resilience Plan has stated goals to reduce 
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the city and supports the Metropolitan Council’s goal of doubling 
regional transit ridership by 2030; and 
  
WHEREAS, low-carbon transportation modes are essential to providing transportation choices 
and accessibility while combating climate change and reducing economic disparities; and 
  



WHEREAS, according to a Geometric and Traffic Conditions Summary prepared by the WSP, 
Community Design Group, and MnDOT, the vast majority of the vehicle trips originating in this 
corridor are short-distance, local trips; and 
  
WHEREAS, the recent development of electric bicycles has made decarbonized private trips of 
three to five miles accessible and affordable; and 
  
WHEREAS, new mobility infrastructure such as bicycle highways and protected bicycle lanes 
create local travel opportunities that are inexpensive, safe, fast, and convenient, rendering many 
local trips by interstate highway unnecessary; and, 
  
WHEREAS, observed traffic within the study area ranges between 140,000 and 160,000 
vehicles per day, emitting carbon emissions and generating air toxins and fine-particulate 
pollution that drifts into communities within one-half mile on either side of the highway; and 
  
WHEREAS, research shows exposure to pollution from traffic can result in fetal and newborn 
illnesses, asthma attacks among children and adults, plus impaired lung function, impaired 
cognitive function, cardiovascular illness, multiple cancers, and premature death; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 2014 Minnesota Department of Health study shows that asthma hospitalization 
rates are highest along a corridor that starts in downtown Minneapolis and tracks north and 
west, roughly along the I-94 freeway through the metro area; and 
  
WHEREAS, childhood asthma is a significant cause of school absenteeism and since I-94 runs 
through communities of color this contributes to educational disparities; and 
  
WHEREAS, high-speed urban highways are an anomaly of post-WWII civil defense planning, 
and have since been recognized as injurious to economic development, livability, and safety 
within the dense travel sheds they were intended to serve; and 
  
WHEREAS, the proposed project area is a rich and diverse community wherein 42% of 
residents are people of color and 32.6% of residents live below the federal poverty threshold; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, the land near an attractive, re-envisioned multimodal transportation corridor would 
be valuable for residential and commercial development delivering new jobs and tax-base; and 
 
WHEREAS, Hennepin County and the Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul have all invested 
significant resources to build critical bicycle facilities on Ayd Mill Road and the Midtown 
Greenway, but there are three crossings over I-94 that pose significant barriers to connecting 
these regional assets to each other and to major destinations like the University of Minnesota; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, the I-94 shoulder between Highway 280 and downtown Minneapolis, which was 
previously used by buses to avoid congestion, was converted to a general purpose traffic lane 
after the I-35W bridge collapse but was never restored by MnDOT after the new bridge opened, 
thereby ending the transit advantage; and 
  
WHEREAS, the METRO Orange Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) from the southern suburbs to 
downtown Minneapolis will open in 2021 and the Gold Line BRT from the eastern suburbs to 
downtown Saint Paul is planned, a logical and necessary next expansion of the highway BRT 



system should connect the two downtowns and maximize the value of the investments we are 
already making; and 
  
WHEREAS, the regional transit system should include fast and frequent express service 
between downtown Saint Paul and downtown Minneapolis, complementing Green Line Light 
Rail Transit service on University Avenue, which was never intended to be an express service 
but has been extremely successful in its intended goal to serve all the neighborhoods along the 
18 stations in that corridor; and now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, the City of Saint Paul is supportive of MnDOT’s efforts to rethink and improve the 
I-94 corridor and strongly encourages frequent and ongoing stakeholder engagement to include 
and prioritize the voices of Rondo residents who have been displaced by the I-94 construction in 
the 1960s; and, be it further 
 
RESOLVED, the City of Saint Paul strongly supports and encourages a companion economic 
bill to the I-94 transportation project that must include tools and resources to support local hiring 
on the project, minimize displacement of residents and businesses, and improve air quality 
along the corridor to decrease asthma-related fatalities; and, be it further  
  
  
RESOLVED, that by the City of Saint Paul strongly opposes the repair or reconstruction of I-94 
in its current form and categorically rejects any lane expansion within its boundaries; and, be it 
further 
  
RESOLVED, the Rethinking I-94 project must include Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) service 
connecting the two downtowns and serving additional intermediate stations enroute by 
converting an existing lane to an HOV or HOT lane, and at a minimum including an online 
station at Snelling Avenue to connect to the METRO A Line and a station serving the University 
of Minnesota, and, be it further 
  
RESOLVED, that parties to the Rethinking I-94 project must analyze existing structural barriers 
to walking, biking, and transit access that result from the freeway and provide recommendations 
and remedies to repair those harms, improve access, and increase equity in our transportation 
system for those in the I-94 corridor who are most negatively impacted and in need; and, be it 
further 
  
RESOLVED, the Rethinking I-94 project should assist in the provision of continuous 
bicycle/walking connections over the freeway from Ayd Mill Road in Saint Paul to both a future 
Prospect Park Trail to 27th Avenue SE in Minneapolis, and a future extension of the Midtown 
Greenway in Minneapolis; and, be it further 
  
RESOLVED, the Rethinking I-94 project must minimize crash-related fatalities and injuries for all 
transportation users and pedestrians in the study corridor; and, be it further 
  
RESOLVED, the Rethinking I-94 project should not create negative economic impacts or do 
anything to exacerbate existing inequities in the adjacent communities, and must actively work 
to repair some of the economic damage caused by the original construction of I-94; and, be it 
further 
 



RESOLVED, MnDOT must work with project partners to conduct robust public engagement and 
co-create the Rethinking I-94 project with communities, particularly BIPOC residents, along the 
corridor; and, be it finally 
 
RESOLVED, that the Rethinking I-94 project must redesign the highway corridor to prioritize 
healthy, safe, affordable, accessible, and equitable mobility. 
  
  
 



Action Item

DATE: 
January 6, 2021

FROM: 
Land Use Committee

ITEM: 
Homeless Encampment Evictions

ACTION REQUESTED: 
Moved: that the District 10 Como Community Council signs onto and affirms the 
content of the letter dated December 30, 2020 to the Mayor and City Council asking for
a moratorium on the enforcement of illegal camping ordinances until the end of the 
pandemic.

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:
Our unhoused neighbors in St. Paul are being forcibly evicted from their encampments 
by the City during a pandemic, and the Como Community Council is aware of a 
number of small homeless encampments within the boundaries of District 10 along the 
railroad tracks on the southern side of the neighborhood. 

The D10 Neighborhood Relations committee discussed a proposal for a new City 
ordinance that would:

a) place a moratorium on the enforcement of any illegal camping ordinance for 
the duration of the pandemic,
b) halt the clearing and disposal of tents and other sheltering materials, 
c) adhere to the statewide eviction moratorium, and
d) follow best practices as outlined by the National Homeless Law Center

Ramsey County Commissioner Trista Matas-Castillo has urged that availability 
of space at existing short-term shelters be confirmed prior to the enforcement of illegal 
camping ordinances. She also recognized that unhoused persons have a right to 
choose not to go into shelters, and that not all shelters are acceptable to meet the 
current need (for example, some shelters only accept single women or men, and do 
not accept families; others have sobriety requirements or religious overtones that may 
not be acceptable to the unhoused).

The District 10 Como Community Council voted in December to support a 
proposal to use the former Bethesda Hospital complex as a temporary shelter for 
unhoused people.

IMPLEMENTATION:
Como Community Council would sign onto a letter in support of the proposed City 
ordinance.



December 30, 2020 
 
Mayor Melvin Carter 
Deputy Mayor Jaime Tincher 
Councilmember Jane Prince 
Councilmember Amy Brendmoen 
Councilmember Mitra Jalali 
Councilmember Chris Tolbert 
Councilmember Rebecca Noecker 
Councilmember Nelsie Yang 
Councilmember Dai Thao  
 
Dear Mayor Carter, Deputy Mayor Tincher, and St. Paul City Councilmembers, 
 
In 1956, after failing to provide electricity, modern plumbing, or municipal services to the 
immigrant community of Swede Hollow, the City of St. Paul declared the Hollow a health hazard, 
forcibly evicted families, and burned the neighborhood down. On April 16th of this year, a St. 
Paul city worker neglected to check a tent before removing it with a utility vehicle, seriously 
injuring the woman inside. And on National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, the City of St. 
Paul displaced residents of the Kellogg encampment from their home and from each other. 
 
This approach is in direct contradiction with CDC Guidelines, which state, in part: “[i]f individual 
housing options are not available, allow people who are living unsheltered or in encampments to 
remain where they are. Clearing encampments can cause people to disperse throughout the 
community and break connections with service providers. This increases the potential for 
infectious disease spread.” We contend that shelters wherein residents must share restrooms 
do not qualify as “individual housing options”, whereas hotel rooms do. If there are currently only 
385 hotel rooms1 available, there are not enough “individual housing options” for every person 
living outside in St. Paul. And evicting an encampment with an active COVID-19 outbreak will 
only create further spread. 
 
According to the City of St. Paul’s “Coordinated Response to Unsheltered Homelessness During 
COVID-19”, “encampments represent a serious health and safety risk.” The CDC recommends 
several methods for mitigating these risks, none of which the City has implemented adequately. 
These include “work[ing] together with community coalition members to improve sanitation in 
encampments” and providing functional, well-stocked restroom facilities.  
 
“Quality of life” policing in cities across the country jeopardizes the physical safety, sleep 
patterns, and mental health of unhoused people. If City ordinances that prohibit “camping” truly 
aim to reduce the size and presence of the homeless population, then they have been wholly 
ineffective—recent statistics reflect growing numbers of people experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness in St. Paul year after year, despite their enforcement. As various City 
departments continue to expend funds on enforcing and administering these laws in St. Paul, 

1 Quoted from Ramsey County Commissioner Trista MatasCastillo on a 12/22/20 FFTS meeting. 



we urge you to instead direct these resources toward proven methods of reducing 
homelessness. The National Homelessness Law Center published Tent City, USA: The Growth 
of America’s Homeless Encampments, and How Communities are Responding, which includes 
best practices, model policies, and case studies from cities across the country responding to 
encampments. 
 
If we do not provide long-term, permanent indoor housing options at this time, we must at least 
allow unhoused people to maintain their stable residence outdoors.  
 
We are calling for the City of St. Paul to immediately: 

● Convene an emergency St. Paul City Council meeting to address these issues 
● Place a moratorium on enforcement of any illegal camping ordinance, to last the duration 

of the COVID-19 pandemic 
● Halt the clearing and disposal of tents and other sheltering materials to ensure that 

unhoused people do not lose what may be their only present means to self-quarantine 
and practice social distancing 

● Adhere to the existing statewide eviction moratorium 
● Follow best practices outlined by the National Homelessness Law Center 

 
Signed, 

St. Paul Camps Hub 
RADIAS Health 

Freedom From the Streets 
Holy Passion Fire Church 
Jewish Community Action 

Hmong American Partnership 
St. Paul North and East Side Organizing Committee 

Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing (MICAH) 
Nelsie Yang and St. Paul Ward 6 Council Team 

Minnesota Youth Collective 
Southeast Community Organization 

East Side Freedom Library 
West Side Community Organization 
Frogtown Neighborhood Association 

Root and Restore St. Paul 
Twin Cities DSA 

Immanuel Assembly of God 
Living Waters International Church 

Holy Apostles Episcopal Church 
Twin Cities Mutual Aid Map 

Northern Suburbs Youth Coalition for Justice 
Root to Crown Healing & Wellness 
East Metro for a Better Tomorrow 

Minnesota Homeless Response 

https://nlchp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tent_City_USA_2017.pdf
https://nlchp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tent_City_USA_2017.pdf
https://nlchp.org/coronavirus/


District 10 Como Community Council 

Neighborhood Relations Committee  

Tuesday, Jan 5, 2021 @ 7:00pm 

Online  

I. OPENING 7:00- 7:10 

Call to order and introductions. Present: Sarah Reuter, Melissa Brannon, Jenne Nelson, Jill Henricksen, Mike 

Ireland, Ben Kowalsky-Grahek, Darcy Rivers, Michael Kuchta, Emily Rodriguez  

 

1. St. Paul homeless encampment removal 

 homeless encampments are being evicted; city says it is trying to get people into shelters. 

 Councilmember Nelsie Yang (Ward 6) has signed onto a letter demanding a moratorium on shelter 

clearings. The draft letter demands that the city council has an emergency meeting to discuss the 

evictions, have a moratorium on evictions, halt getting rid of possessions, follow best practices as outlined 

by a national homeless coalition.  

 Yang and Councilmember Mitra Jalali (Ward 4) are working on a moratorium; Matt Privatsky from Mitra’s 

staff said he doesn’t think there will be support.  

 Ben had a conversation with county Commissioner Trista Matas-Castillo; she said there should be 

enough shelter space before the city does evictions.  

 Next steps for District 10 - reach out to organizations that work with the encampments, fundraise or see 

what they want. Take a position on the encampments, as a board. Talking over this and how the board 

should take stance.  

 Sheriff Bob Fletcher has done coat drives. A connection to try.  

  Have Mitra or someone from her staff talk about the moratorium and what that means. Try for 

presentation to full board or anti-racism work group this month. Then follow up with the other council 

members that represent our district and make any recommendation to the board as a whole.  

Find ways to engage people outside of the board, follow up with them after they come to the meeting. Follow up 

with new people.  

2. Goals for the next year 

 Art! Ideas: Paint utility boxes, install benches at bus stops. Develop neighborhood poster as part of 

redoing neighborhood comprehensive plan. Potential sources: AARP for grant, Forecast Public Art, 

Spring Board For The Arts, Aaron Dysart (resident artist for Public Art St. Paul). Mike noted previous 

connection with group looking to install public art on private land.  

 Find ways to engage people outside of the board, follow up with them after they come to the meeting. 

Follow up with new people.  

 Mascot for future events, Have a poll for D10 mascot. Sarah will put together a google doc 

 

3. Philanthropy 

 Holiday decoration competition wrap up. Participation was down; may need to start the buzz earlier. 

 Food distribution with Sanneh update. We can go through January. Will extend invitation for volunteers to 

neighborhood, set up shorter shifts each day.   

 Create a process to accept and work with organizations – set up a time to meet with the board members 

to hash it out.  

  



 

4. Updates 

 Anti-racist work group. 2021 work plan to emphasize affordable housing and zoning, including education, 

collaboration and support around unhoused population and evictions. Wrote draft letter for Rethinking I-

94. Hoping to work with Saint Anthony Park on equity scorecard and other collaboration. Goal to produce 

minutes with specified tasks. Concern about capacity.  

 Know Your Como. First interview was with holiday decoration winner. February will be house on 

Nebraska with ant sculpture in yard. 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, Feb. 2 @ 7:00pm - Online  




